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tBamBaBssmassasssBasa^Si 



INTRODUCTION- 



1HJVE fomettmes heard it difputed in eonverfa* 
thn^ whether it be more laudable^ or defirable^ 
that a manjbould think too highly^ or too meanly^ of 
bimfelK It is on all hands agreed to be befiy that 
hejhould think rightly / butjince a fallible being will 
always nuUke fome deviations from exaH re&itude^ it 
is not wholly ufelefs to enquire which is thefafejljide 
to incline to. 

The prejudices of mankind feem tofavoun him wha 
errs by undervaluing his own powers ; he is confix 
dered as a modeji and harmlefs member offociety^ not 
likely to break the peace by competition^ t^ endeavour 



ofUr fuch fplendour of reputation as may dim the 
fufire of others^ or to interrupt any in the enjoyment 
ef them/ehes ; be is no man*s rival, and therefore 
'may be every man* s friend. 

It muji be confejfed^ that f elf love may difpefe us- 
to decide too hajiily in our own favour ; hut who is 
hurt by the fHiftaiel JJT ^e dri incited b) this vain 
opinion to attempt more than we can perform^ ours 
is the labour, and ours is the difgrace. Becaufe he 
that hath no hopes offuccefs, will make no attempts ; 
and where nothing is atiemptedy nothing will b^ done ^ 
JEtHfery jnanjhould, therefore, endeavour to maintain 
inhin^elfajavourahle opinion of the powers of the 
knman mind; wfjjfh are perhaps in every man greater 
thm they.af^^r^ and might by diligent cultivation, 
h exalted tjo a degree bepnd wb^t th^ir poffejforpri'^ 
fumes to^lievf^ . 

There is fcarce any man but has found hiwfelf 
able, at the infiigation of necejity^ ta do what in a 
fiAUi of kifure and deliberation be would have eoii'^ 
ehded mppjffible I and fume of our fpeciesbave ftgna^ 
l^fifd tbem/ehes byfuchatchievements, as prove tbaf 
tktrn ar^few things above bumc^n hoff. 
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, Tbe author cf the following Jheets did mi write 
4bsm with ^q view ever to bring them before the im- 
partial e^e (f a critifing public^ but wrote them merely 
for his own amufement to fafs the time away. when 
at fea^ (and during his watch below J and ^ven 
while encountering with all the dire calamities ofdi- 
Jeafe and war^ during feven months encampment on 
tbe/andi ^f Egypt. 

., ,He does not mean^ in this f mall treatife, to throw 
any new light to the worlds by giving any philofo- 
phical reafons of the rife and fall of the river NiUy 
. ^c. he leaves that to more learned authors. All that 
is meant y in the following Jheets ^ is to give a minute 
account of the expedition to Egypt j from their failing 
from England^ till the capitulation of Alexandria ; 
likewife a defer iption of the inhabitants and their 
manners^ in all the different iflands where he had 
the plea fur e of vijiting^ in the Mediterranean^ with 
an exa£l account of all the general engagements which 
were fought in Egypt ^ likewife the general orders 
-that were^from time to time^ iffued out during the 
/:ampaign ; and to conclude^- by giving a candid ac^ 
count of the inhabitants and country on the, ever ver^ 
dant banks of tbe river Nile. But if it does not 
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meet with the approbation of a candid public ^ be ivill 
reftfatisfiedif^ bj chance^ it falls into the hands of 
any of his brother fufferers^ who has experienced all 
the fatigues as he did, that even they will allow that 
he has not wrote by hearfay^ but will acknowledge 
that bis accounts are jufi. 

Although he has lojl his time in puhlijhing it^ md 
very near his health by the expedition^ he has fhis 
one confolation^ that he was doing it in behalf of his 
king and country^ and under the aujpices of bis God. 
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TO THE SUBSCRIBERS. 

THE reafoH of the fo flowing 
Journal not being fooner printed^ 
was owing to the Author^s long in-' 
dijpojition, which terminated in a con- 
Jiimptiony of which he died on the 
26th of December laji. It is now 
puhlifhed by his Father^ who has ad- 
ded a Jhort Appendix to it, giving a 
fljort defcription of fever at cities in 
Egypt, Sec. which he hopes will be 
entertaining to the reader, the moft 
of the Appendix is colleBed from 
Nieubuhr's travels in 1761 through 
that country. 

JCelvinDock, 15th April, 1805, 
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H I S T O Pv Y 



OF THE LATE . 



EXPEDITION TO EGYPT, &c. 



J O U R N A L. 

UPON Thurfday the 5th day of Auguft, 1800, 
his majcity's (hip Trudy, by a iignal froia 
the admiral, unmoored and got under weigh, hav- 
ing under convoy the Diftator and Delft of 64 
guas, the Aftrsea frigate, with the Fury and Tar- 
tar bomb (hips ; the wind being fair, We footi hove 
out of fight of Spithead, and in, lefs than two hours 
faw the Tigrcfs gun veffcl bring too a galliot off 
Berryhead. Some of our convoy being fcveral 
leagues behind, on account of their not getting un- 
der weigh in time, having had fome officers on fhore, 
we were obliged to lay too till they came up, and 
in an hgur after made the fignal for the convoy to 
make fail. Nothing of importance, worthy of any 
notice, happened, but the weather exceeding fine, 
till the I ith inftant, when we came, to anchor in the 
Cove of Cork. 
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Here we lay till fach time as we complcatcd our 
watcriDg, and done any ufeful thing that was ne- 
ccffary to be done in the fliip. The officers and 
{hip*s C9nipany not knowing where we were bound 
for, nor even, for what intcncion we were lying at 
the Cove : but as time puts an end to all things, fo 
it did to our conjeftures ; for upon the lyxh of 
Auguft we, by an order from .Admiral Kingfmill, 
crabdrked five companies of the 3d regiment of 
Guards on board, commanded by Colonel Grovc- 
fnor ; the reft of the brigade went on board of th€ 
different fliips of our convoy ; Hkewife a party of 
Horafpech's rifle corps were embarked at the fame 
time on board of tranfports which had been pre- 
pared for thera. 

At, this time it was currently reported, that wc 
were oniy bound for the coafl of France; bm as 
this docs not concern, in a particular manner our 
prefent narrative, I (hall, for brevity fake, pafs oa 
to matters of greater confcrquence, by mentioniDg 
fuch circumftances as may be either ufeful or enter- 
taining to the reader. Upon the 2oih of Auguft 
we made the fignal for our convoy to get under 
weigh ; and in the afternoon came out with a frelh 
breeze, having on board a French pilot. J^ext day 
it blowing very frcfh, we Were obliged to take one 
of the tranfports with the Heffians in tow, on ac- 
count of her not being able to keep up with the reft 
of the (hips. We continued our courfe for the coaft 
of France, and upon the 24th faw theiilc ofHdwaCy 
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a fmall uninhabited ifland near the entrance mto the 
bay of Quibcron. In the evening when wc made 
land, wc were obliged to lay too all that night till 
next mor^niog, when we fpoke the cutter DoUy, and 
the captain of our (hip exprtffcd a wifli for her com- 
mander to take in the fqnadron into the bay ofQui- 
beron, as he knew that co^ft j but in reply he in- 
formed us, that he was then bound with orders foi* 
Earl St. Vincent, (who then commanded the Chan- 
nel fleet) and upon that account he could by no 
lUiCan^ delay, but informed us that Rear Admiral 
Warren had failed from the bay upon Friday morn- 
ing laft, with the troops.- At two o'clock faw a 
ftrange fail lying the bay, which proved to be the 
Canada of 74 guns, waiting for our arrival with 
orders. 

Came to anchor that night, and next morning, 
the Canada fired a gun as a fignal for failing, and 
we -immediately got under weigh, (leering for the 
Spani(h coa(t. The weather at. this fcafon was very 
fine and' agreeable, not being too warm or fultry. 
On the 2 7ih, in the evening, joined the fleet at the- 
mouth of the bay of Ferrol. 

This towD lies in the province of Galicia, which 
is the mod maritime of all the Spanifh provinces on 
that coaft. ' The air is temperate, but the inland 
parts are cold and damp. The foil produces little 
corn, but there arc excellent paftures, and plenty 
of wine, lemons at>d flax ; and the coaft abouilds' 
vriih plenty of fi(h of the firft qualify. ' 
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•The fleet under the comnaand of -Admiral War- 
ren had arrived before Ferrol, on the 25th, when 
a landing was immediately intended, with a view of 
taking the tovi'n by furprife. The difembarkatioa 
was efFe£i:cd, without oppofuioii, in a fmall bay 
near Cape Prior. The refcrve, followed by the 
other troops as they landed, immediately afcendtd 
a ridge of hills adjoining to the bay ; juft as they 
had gained the fummit, the rifle corps fell in wiih a 
party of the enemy, which they drove back. At 
day break the following morning, a confidcrable 
body of the enemy were driven back by Lord Ca- 
van's brigade, fupported by fomc other troops, fa- 
that they remained in complete pofieffiou of the 
heights which overlook the town and harbour of 
Fcrrol. Lieutenant General J, Puhncy hai/ing mi- 
uutcly confidercd thisafFair, came to the detcrmi- 
ca^'on of rcembarking the troops, which was ef- 
feftdd the fame evening in good order, and without 
any lofs\ The name of the plain where the land- 
ing was 3ccompli(hed, is called by the Sp^niaro^s 
Eljaya de Dominos. 
";'Lay oiF and on all night, and next mprning the 

hole fleet made fail, the \?eather bdng very fine, 
failing clofe'in with the Spaniih fhore, and upon the 
agth inftant came to anchor in Vigo Bay, The en- 
trance into it is narrow, but when you are in there 
is plenty of anchorage ground, and is very beauii- 
ful, being furrounded on both fides by a large 
ridge of hills. At the further end of the Bay you 
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can fee the town of Vigo, protcftcd bye ftrong 
battery : here we could difccrn fcvcral (hips at an- 
chor,, (one of ihem proved to be a French priva- 
teer ready for fca) clcfe by the town. 

In the afternoon an order was given out for the 
boats, from the diiFerent ftiips of the fleet, p be 
ready at nine o'clock, and commanded by lieute- 
nants who had volunteered their ferv.ices, under the 
direfbion of Lieutenant Barke of the Renown. A- 
bcut half an hour pad twelve o'clock, they at- 
tacked the French privateer with the greateil bra- 
very, meeting with dcfpcrate refiftancc, her com- 
mander having laid the hatches over to prevent the 
crew from giving way, and cheered as the boats 
approached ; but notwithftandiog their determined 
oppofiiion, fhe was carried in fifteen minutes. Lieu- 
tenant Burke was feverely wounded, but by the 
gallant behaviour of the other ofScers, theyj^owed 
her out with much coolnefs, through the fire^^f the 
enemy's batteries : the mafter of the privateer was 
mortally wounded. The privateer is a very fine 
Ihip, named La Guipe of Bourdeaux, with a flufli 
deck, 300 tons, pierced, for 22 guns, carrying 18 
nmc pounders, and 161 men, commanded by Ci- 
tizen Dupan, fforcd and provifioned in the com- 
pletefl manner for four months. She had 23 killed 
and 40 wounded. Our lofs was trifling in compa- 
rifon, having 4 men killed and 24 wounded. 
. Nothing of any particular notice happened for 
two or three davs, gnly fent forac of the women 
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belonglog to the Guardsj attended by an cfcort, t# 
wafli at the: foot of the hills, juft immediately op- 
pofite the fhip, and where there were no inhabi- 
tants. 

On the 6th of September we received orders for 
failing, but the wind proved unfavourable. Thig 
day ir began to blow very hard, attended with 
heavy Ihowcrs of rain, infomuch that the fleet was 
in danger of driving from their moorings. It con- 
tinued to blow without intcrmillion, when unfor- 
tunately the Stag frigate ftruck againft a rock, and 
drove in her bottom, and immediately a fignal was 
hoifted for all the boats in the fleet to attend and 
give aiTiftance, and (he became in a few minutes in 
fach a lamentable ftate, that the moft^of the men 
left her, and went on (hore : however, the boats 
conveyed all the men on board of different fliips, 
and all other articles they could bring in fafety. 
The captain, after confulting with the admiral, fee- 
ing, it impofllble flie could ever get off, and not 
willing that the Spaniards fliould get the leaft arti- 
cle of her (lores, they agreed to blow her up, and 
accordingly they fet fire to her about fix o'clock in 
the evening, and in a fliort time after the flames 
began to afcend to her quarter-deck, and as her 
guns were loaded, they went as foon as they be- 
came hot. She continued burning with great im- 
pctuofuy, till about half an hour paft ten at night, 
when her magazine took fire and blew up ; the cx- 
plofion was great and awful, but it did no harm. 
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thank God, to any of our fleet. The gale cofiti-^ 
nued till next too^ning, when the wreck of the 
Stag totally difappcarcd. 

We remained in this bay till the 9th inftant, when 
the fleet weighed anchor and fetfail:, under convoy 
of the Ajax of 80 guns, with a fine breeze, conti- 
nuing our courfe towards the Gut of Gibraltar* 
Next day our admiral, with moft of the fliips of the 
line, parted company. Nothing of any importance 
occurred for Several days, and on the 1 5th we ar- 
rived cidfe in with Cape St. Vincent*^ ■ Here is a 
large rock which projcfts into the fea, and on the 
top there, is monaftery. It being towards^ the clofe 
of the evening, we could difcern foroe of their 
monks, or friars, with their gowns 0»i: walking 
round the ramparts. From its natural andartificiar 
ftrength, it had the appearance of being impregna- 
ble. Same evening fpoke the Dragon of 74 guns, 
returning from a cruife ofi^ Cadiz. i6th, 17th and 
18th very little wind. The weather being exceed- 
ing fine, faw round the fiiip plenty of dolphins of a 
xnoft beautiful appearance. They are very fhy, and 
fomc of the fliip's company attempted repeatedly 
to ftrikc them with a. harpoon, but their cndea* 
vours were fruitlefs. 

Oa the morning of the t9th, a bricczc fprung 

lip, when the fleet made all fail; and about three 

o'clock* in the afternoon we came near the Barbary 

' ftiorc, and at fevcn o*clock part Apes' HilU This bill 

ftand; almofl at the mouth of the Gut ; I faw ao 
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batteries on it,' nor any.inhabitaats, but. abundance 
of monkeys,, whicb 1 fuppofc was* the rcafjn of iti 
getting that name. At eleven o'clock wt came to- 
anchor in Gibraltiir Bay. Ncxtinornirig wc found 
lying there the Eoadroyant with Lord Keith's flajj 
on board, and fom^e other ftiips of war. . Received 
orders to proceed immediately for Tctuan Bay to 
water, and at four o'clock in the afternoon we fet 
fail, and lay too all night^ .and next day about two. 
o'clock dropt our anchor in Tctuan Bay. . i 
Tjietown of Tctuan lies about three miles froni' 
the bay ; but it being built upon ihc rife of a hill,, 
you can fee it perfcftly. The houfcs arc all built 
of beautiful while ftone, and the flrcets arc regular.- 
It lies in the province of Fez in Morocco. The air 
of this province is temperate and falubripus, and: 
the face of the country towards the fouth and weft, 
is rough and mountainous, but thie foil fertile, pro- 
ducing citrons, lemons, oranges, almonds, figs, rai^ 
fins, olives, fugar, honey, flax, cotton, &c. and 
plenty of corn. The men arc of a fwarthy com^ 
plexion ; though there are many of good features,* 
and of a fair complexion. They are in general well 
built, ftrong limbed, aftive, laborious, and patient 
under fatigue. The women are remarkable for 
fine eyes^ and fome of them have very beautiful 
ikins. Went alhorc here to water. The inhabi-/ 
tants arc very fond of traffic, as they will give you 
plenty of grapes or oranges for an old knife or ra- 
?or J and arc fo fond of gunpowder, that they will 
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give you any kiad of fnihj ihejr bavc for. It. The 
<ircfe of the Moors confids mertj!y of a large lhirt> 
which reaches from the neck to their ancles; it 
draws round the waid, and the moil' part of theoi 
wear drawers^ Mn'alk a tdir ban. 

Having finiflied our watering here, we remained 
tjraiting for orders;, and upon the 37th we un- 
moored the (hip, and put to fea, cruizing between 
this bay and Gibraltar, tVc wind not favourable^ 
but the weather fine. We contin'ued failing for 
two or three days, when we were hailed by Cap- 
tain Cochrane of iht Ajax, who ordered us, with 
rhc reft of the convoy, to make the heft of our 
way for Tetuan Bay. Came to anchor upon the 
3bth of September, and lay there till OAober 2d, 
when we were joined by the Waafamare of 64 guns, 
having on board the 42d regiment from Minorca* 
Next day received orders to ftt fail, and on .the 
following morning cafne. through the Gut of Gib-? 
rahar, in company with the fleet, and was ther^ 
joined by General Sir Ralph Abercrombic and Ad- 
miral Keith, with feveral gun boats from Gibraltar. 

On the 4th we arrived in fight of Cadiz, and 
came too, having been joined by Sir R. Bickerton 
and his fqaadron. The general plan of difembarka- 
.tion was^ that upon the morning of the 6th, the 
foft brigade, confiding of 5000 men, are to land 
near Rota. The (hips' launches to be armed as gua 
boats, and the reft of the army were to land be<« 

twecQ St. Lucar and. Cadiz, aud after taking thef$ 

c 
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places, vox^ktibt fort of St. Caih^riae, by Mchich 
the fleet would be esabled to get to the nortb-weft 
fide of th^ bay,' and co-operate with the army.- 
' Upon Moodaythe 6ih of OAobcr the.fignal was 
made for debarkation, and 3^000 .foldiers got into 
tbc boats for that purpofe^ but when the general 
faw t4iat the boats were not competent to take a 
greaternuraber at one titoe; conceiving that thqy 
were not equal to the objeft to be accomplifhed, 
and the Spaniards having fcnt cut three flags of 
truce to General Abercrombie' and Lord Keith, th« 
undcrtaliing* was relinquished; and the troops Qt^ 
dered on board of their rcfpefttvc fhips: tbc, 5pa- 
Diards fired guns, at a minute's rntetval, ralocgite 
coaft to giv^ tfa€ alarm. 

* Having allgbt on board 00 the 7ih, we received 
drdtrs to weigh anchor and proceed to fca, which 
was fdon accortipiliflied by tbc whole fleet, which 
coiififted of nearly 158 fail. Came through the Gut 
again, with a fair wind, (Lord Keiih having gone 
into Gibraltar) a&d by orders received wc again 
came to atlch<5rin Tetuan Bay. During our fl^jr 
in thiis bay we experienced a very ftrong gale of 
wind, which drove forae of the fliips of the con- 
voy from their moorings, but luckily no djimagc 
of any confequen^ce happened. It would be of lit- 
tle confequence to the reader to know all the tri* 
vial circumftanccs which happened, during our 
cruifc off Tetuan, and between Tangiers and GU 
kra]tar.> let it. fufficc to fay, ihat ooihing of im« 
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ptjmnce happened. While waiting for orders from 
Britain, fame of the officers belonging to the G^ard$ 
got permiffion to go to Gibraltar, to purchafc frclh 
provifians. Oa their return theyTcportcd that al- 
naoft everything fold very dear, efpecially flieep, a» 
none could be pnrchafed under L,3. At this time 
we were at anchor in tlie bay of Tangiers in Bai^ 
bary* The inhabitants here are much the fame ia 
their perfons, manners and cuftoms, as at Tetuan, 
it being in the farao province. This coaft abounds 
with fiih of the .mail delicious Idnds^ and in great - 
ptenty. ..:••'. 

On the mornrag of the sytb, arfignalwas hove- 
from the Ajax for the convoy to get under wiy, 
but the wind fliifting it was iropoffible for us to go; 
through the Gut. We kept ciaiifing here, off and 
on, till the a7th, when with a fair wind we came . 
through the Gut, and pad Gibraltar, having re- 
ceived orders to proceed again* to Tetuan Bay, 
where we dropt anchor on the 28th. Thcfoldicrs 
on board the ihips were all in good fpirits, and an- 
xious to know their place of deftination. Here wt 
again began to complcat our watering. ^ 

As it h generally known, that the Atlantic fca- 
runs eonftanily into the Mediterranean, through 
the Gut of Gibraltar. While in this bay we could 
obferve tbe rife and fall of the tide ; becaufe the 
tide rifes higher in bays and rivers than in the open 
fia. It is occafioned by its ftriking againft the con- 
trafting baaks of ba*ys and rivers, which accumu- 
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hlc tTie witcr?, anS caufcs it ta rife higher than in 
the open fea. 

The fcurvy beginning; to appear in different fliips 
in the fleet, great precaution was taken, in order 
to prevent its baneful cffcfls. Lord Keith imme* 
dfarely gave orders for th? fleet to receive frefh 
bccfj which was amply fopplied from JJarbary. 
Here we got frefli foup, with pfenty of pumpkins 
boiled in it ; and to prevent any cpedcmic difardcr 
from infcfling the fleet, every man was f:rved out. 
with two oranges, and the fame number of lemons, 
each day ; fa that by care and precaution, ih a lit- 
tie time the progrefs of the difcafc was ftopt. 

About this time Lieutenant General Pultney left 
us with his army, deftined, as it was then fappofed, 
for Portugal, and ©ur fleet under General Ab<r- . 
crombie, for the Mediterranean. Lay here at an- 
chor waiting for further orders, when upon the 4th 
of November Lord Keith arrived here in the Fou- 
droyant. Orders were received for the fleet to fail 
in two divifions, one for Minorca, and the other for 
Malta. 

On the 8th of November our admiral hoifled a . 
fignalfor the fleet to get underway, and in lefs 
than two hours the whole fliips were under fail, the 
men on board being very happy at leaving Tetunn, 
where they had been fo long doing no fcrvice ; and . 
likewifc it gave them hopes of their foon knowing 
their deflinaiion. Set all fail, the weather fine and 
moderate, fleering up the Mediicrrancan, 
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On tHc X4ib wc came to anchor in Minorca, of 
which iilind I will give a particular account of, it 
being an jfland where his majcfty's troops has long 
been garrifoned in. The ifland of Minorca, (o called 
fronfi being. the leffer of the Balearick ifles^ is liiu- 
ated to the caflward of Majorca, from which it is 
(Jiftant only 14 miles, and contains 340 fquarc miles. 
Its poi-t is one of the finefl in the world, which con- 
fidcration cbitfly induced the Englifti to make them* 
fclves raafters of that, preferable to the other iflands. 
At the entrance into the harbour on the left, (lands 
Fort St. Philip, the fortifications of which have 
coft the Britifh an incredible fum. At the extre- 
mity of the harbour, about three miles diftantfrom 
the fort, is fiiuated the town of Mahon, the ufual 
rcfidence of the Britifh governor. This city owes 
its foundation to Mago, brother to Hannibal, and 
admiral of the Carthaginian fleet, from him it was 
called Magpnia, whicH by corruption is now be- 
come Mahon. Mahon, though it is the mod con- 
frJcrrable chy in the whole ifland, both for wealth 
and number of inhabitants, is not the capital ; but 
Citadella, acity diflant from it about 30 miles, fur- 
rounded by a ftrong wall, mounted wi;h a good 
quantity of artillery, defended by a garrifon of 500 
men. There are feveral other towns and villages, 
but all of too little confequence to defer ve notice. 

The inhabitants of the ifland, exclufive of the 
ganifon, amount in number to about 2700. They 
arc of the Roman Catholic religion, and in their 
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language and maiiners refemblc the Spaniards, wnBr 
a fmall' mixture of the Mj'orifti cuftodas retained- 
from that nation, which maintained itftif in' the 
pofllflioh of this'ifland many years after they were 
expelled from off the coritinent of Spain. . 

For the informattoa of my i'eadcrs, I-will give a 
(hbrt account of the antiquities of thiij ji{hnd, a copy 
of which I received from an dflrccr df rcfpeftability- 
in the fleet, who hadexarhiaed all the aniiquiiies ia 
it with attemidn. 

*• About two miles dlftaiit from Mahoo, arc two- 
mounds of earth, theoutfides of whirh are covered 
with hewn ftone: the inhabitants of the country 
call them heathen alters ; to me they appear to bc^ 
undeniably of Moorifti Workmanfliip, but I am at a 
I6fs to determine to w'ha:t uf^ they were defigned.. 
The diameter of the lafgeft mound is at the bafc 
97 feet, and its height 35. Its diminution, which 
is regular, brings it to terminate in a round plat- 
fortri of about 30 feet acrof^'; At the foor of the- 
liioucid is a perpendicular flbne, 10 feet high and 
2 thick; on the top of which is placed, in a hori- 
zontal pofition, another ftone 12 feet long and 5 
broad, and 2 thick. Beneath thcfc are fcveral 
fmall perpendicular ftones, 3 or 4 feet in height, 
without any horizontal one placed upon the lop of 
them. There are aMb on the top of the mountain 
Agathe, near the center of the ifland, very plain 
marks of aMoorilh encampm6nt ; being the laft fpot 
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©f grofenJ ^wWph ihfiy.^Jtit^taiacd after they , Were 
MpoSti&d of. all the f^fjt.of -tl?e iflaod.*' 

The foil of the ifl^nd is rather bar;ca ihaa fruit- 
ful }, many, years not produciog corn cnojugh for the 
fuftenancc of ijiie inh'abitfiAts .: :but th? wan t of corn 
4s fuHy fupplied by ihc.grcat quantities, of excellent 
wines, the rxchatige. of -which furnilhes them with 
all for.t5.af ,nec(iiJirj;pro.vjfi9ns, The air is mci(l, 
.andcor/fequienOy fh<^ be^tpjis not very intcnfe. Om 
ofthcmdft profita.ble^oitimodacies^ in thisifland^is 
/alt, which. ;tlj;c fan prep^ives in th? cavities of the 
Toc^k. Th(?;b^t:hour abpuaj^^ in very good fifli, but 
.particul^rJy in a fpecies of (liellfiCh called daftyls, 
found in great quantities in the center of large 
iloncs,. which mufl:;^bp broke to, pieces before the 
-fifti can be extrafted. 

The only advantage ^hkh the Briiifli received 
from this ifland> arifes froni the fccurity of thchar- 
/bour, )3cing a fafc retreat in time of war for their 
(hipping, which put in here tp refit, the arfcnals 
'being well furnilhed with all. forts of aaval ftores. 
The reft of ^bc fleet of our ^iyifion, (during our 
ilay at Minorca, which ^ps only at this time 24 
hoi|f$.) having fteerc;d oa fpr Malt?i. 

' We weighed aochor again oq thp ijthr, apd on 
the 16th the Kent of 74 guns joined the fleet, the 
weather being cloudy, attended ^^itb he^iyy fliowcr^ 
of rain, and foroc thunder and lightping. Uppji 
ibc. ij[th the weather became fijually, aD4 ip the 
afternoon wc came in fight of the ifland of Sardinia. 
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Sardinia, next to Sicily, .is ihc largcftifland m 
the Mediterranean^ and is fcparated from Corfica 
by thcllratis of Boncfacio. The face of the coun- 
try is agreeable diverfified with hilh and vales, wood 
and water. The (oil is fertile in corn and wine, and 
there arc a great Dumber of oranges, citrciTs and 
olives. On the coaft there is a Cfhcry for it:chiovcs 
and coral, of which they fend large ^jaaniiii^s to 
Genoa and Leghorn. Fl-om the vaft herds of fmaH 
and large cattle reared here, this ifl^lnd furnifbes 
Italy with wool, fine cheefe, and raw hides. The 
mountains abound in metals and minerals, and a« 
bundance of game is found here, the mofl profita- 
ble of which are the buffalo, wild boar, and vari- 
ous kinds of deer. Cagliari is the capital town ia 
the ifland. 

We lay too off this ifland for fome time, till the 
convoy came up, when we made fail, the weather 
fqually, accompanied with (howers of rain, which 
continued till we came in fight of the ifland of Sici- 
ly. This is by far the moft confiderable ifland ia 
the Mediterranean in point of fize, trade, and fer* 
tility. The climate of this ifland is extremely hot, 
fo much fo that even in the beginning of January 
the fliade is refrcfliing. The wines and fruits of 
this ifland are excellent, and it alfo produces oi^, 
fugar, honey, faffron and fait. The cattle are fine, 
and the coafl: affords good fiflieries, in pi^rticular 
one for coral at Trapanu Great profits are made 
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in maQufaAtiring filk, Mrhich firft commenced here 
ID 1 130, and afterwards fprcad to Italy. 

In the valley of Mcffiaa ftands the famous Mount 
Etna, ifac height of which is 30,000 paces. Its 
fammit never ceafcs to fmoke, and often fends forth 
flames, and on the top of it the fnow contiaues all 
the year round, and fupplies the inhabitants with 
fnow to cool their liquors. Palermo is the capital, 
and is fituated in a delightful and extenfive plain, 
terminated by high and fertile hills, which almoft 
furround it on the land fide. It is an excellent port, 
and very ofteq Briti(h (hips of war lye in the mole 
of Palermo. Its trade is coniiderable, and contains 
1 20,000 inhabitants, • 

On the igih wcfctfail, and paffcd by St. Paul's 
Bay, famed in hiftory for being the place where 
the Apoftlc Paul was (hipwrecked. This bay is ' 
fmall, and parts a fmall ifland called Goza, from 
Malta. Here we received a pilot on board, who 
fleered the (hip jnto the harbour of Malta. 

Malta is an iiland in the Mediterranean, between 
'Africa and Sicily, and is 20 miles in length, and 12 
in breadth. Ic was formerly reckoned to belong 
to Afri<:a, bat now to Europe. Formerly it was 
nothing better than a barren rock* but there has 
been fuch great quantities of foil brought from A- 
frica, that it has now become a fertile iiland, pro« 
ducing cotton, figs, oranges, nofelons, olives, &e. 
and its produce in corn is only fufficient for the 
xpnfumpt of the ifland for half any car, it being got 
moflly from Sicily* 
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This ifland, and that of Goza, was conferred m 
the year 15^91 on an order of knights inftitmcdat 
Jerufakm, by Baldwin, and from this period were' 
called knights of Malta, who take vows of chaftity 
and celibacy* They are obliged to fapprefs all pi- 
rates, and are at perpetual war with the Turks and 
other Mahometans, and corfairs of that religion. 
As a religicus order they are fubjeft to the Pope. 
The ifland of Goza is only diftant five n!iles, and 
tbough mountainous produces good com, being 
generally cultivated. Found lying here the Kent, 
and fcveral other fhips of war. Received orders 
for all the fleet to wood and water, -and ^ikcwife to 
repair all damages that had happened to any fiiips 
of the fleet during the voyage. 
, Having got liberty I went afhor^ to fee- tbc city 
of Vallcta. It -derives it name from John dc Va|. 
Icta, who laid the foundation in the year 1566. It 
is a bifliop's fee, and is the rcfidcncc of the grand 
maflcr, and knights of the order. It is divided 
into three parts, which arefo nftacy peninfulas, con- 
lifting of (olid rock, and fcparated from each other 
by channels capable of receiving large fleets ; and 
even ftiips of war can Jye at anchor fo near the 
town, that at a diftance it feems as if the town and 
(hipping were intermixed with each other. The 
fortifications are ftrong and extenfive, fo that no 
part of the town, wherever you go, but you will 
find a ftrong battery, fome with three, and others 
yriih four tire of cannon^ built all rotind the town j 
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fo that Valkta Riajf be juftly cs^llcd the ftrong^eft 
fort io the world. The itrccts arc narrow, but 'm 
gcQcral clcao ; the houfes arc regiilar4y builc with 
frce-ftonc remarkably white. It i^akes a goo4 
appearance, bavmg fcvcral churches, of wl^ich that 
of Si. }Qhn the Baptifl: is an clegaijt; ftrufture, U 
once ei)joycd a coofiderablfc revenue, aad was en- 
titled to a fhare of the prizes takeo by the galleys 
of the koights of Malta. It had thus been ep^ 
riched with a great number of valuable curiofuies^ 
and among others a Juflre with a chain of fine gold, 
worth' 5QOjQb6 crowns (L. 62,506 ftcrling.) The 
riches of the' church were faid to exceed thofe of 
the Kaaha at Mecca, and of the tomb of Mahojoot:!! 
at Medina, but at laJl were taken by the Ercuclj 
z^inj when they couqucrcd the ifland. The h6ufcs^ 
Id 'genera! are bandforae, and among the fupcrb 
btrildings the palace of the grand maftcr is nobfe 
nxii magniikent; containing a Rkagazideof avms^for 
40,000, kept Id good order.' When Lieutenant 
General Pigdt wa^ governor of Malta he lived in 
tlris palace. There arc forac Engliflj warehouft?$ 
in the ifland^ that felf all forta of Britifli aad Itialiaa 
good«, but at a very high price, except Uk baud- 
kcrcbiicfs, which the iuhabitaots roanufafture, and 
fell ac a reasonable rate. The Maltcfc jewellecjj aad 
hardware fhops arc elcgaur, and they fell their :af^ 
tides: confideraWy cheaper than: in England. 

The ifoliabiiants iare gicncraUy of a fwawhy com* 
plexion, very much rcfembling the Moors, and arc 
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ftf6iig and fobuft, and' hofpitaWc toftrangers. Thd 
tiroraen always go with iheir heads covered with a 
large black filk cloak, are reckoned beautiful, be* 
ing moftly of a Grecian cxtraflibn, and arc brought 
Over to this ifland for the purpofc, it is reported, of 
being kept as miftrefTcs by the grand niafters. They 
are well fhaped, wear large ear-rings of filver or 
gold, and dare not ufe any freedom with ftrangers* 
There arc likewifc a great number of monaflcries 
and nunneries, but the French, while in Malta, gave 
orders for the monks and nuns to be liberated. 

On the 2 2d of November General Abcrcrombic, 
with the ftafF of the army, went afliore to quarter 
during our (lay at Malta ; and having provided pro- 
per lodgings for the troops, he iffued out an order 
for feveral regiments to land at once, and fo on by 
rotation, till the whole of the army got their fixed 
tinie of refidcnce afliore, being about fixteen days* 
The above plan proved of confiderable utility to the 
foldiers, as they got plenty of time and room to 
clean their guns, accoutrements, clothing, &c, and 
was -a mean of recovering many of the fick who had 
been badly on board. During the time army was 
on (horc, perfpns were employed in wafliing and 
cleaning the fliips throughout, and in fprinkling 
the decks with vinegar, and fmoking the interior of 
the veffels, a proper remedy for removing all ia- 
fcftious or bad air, arifing from the number of pcr- 
fons crowded together on board of the ftips* 
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• Wc remained here till wc took on board a frf (h 
Hipply of proviCons, woo4 and water, and on the 
7ih of December arrivcil tfie Foudroyant, Vice Ad- 
miral Keith, with the reft of the fleet from Minor- 
ca, where they had been watering,'* &c. Happen- 
ing to be aihore one day, I had the curioGty to fee 
the Maltcfe manner of puniftiment. When I camd 
near the market- houfe I faw a man going into the 
pillory. He flood on a ftagc crefted for that pur-: 
pofc, about 1 8 feet from the pavement, a gag was 
put in his mouth, made of ^ piece of cane, which 
was tied very tight behind with a -rope, made faft 
to a ring fixed in the wall for that purpofe ; they 
then proceeded to twid hisiiair in fmall <;uantities 
with a hook, which they fixed in the wall at the 
full extent of the hair, with his arms (Iretched out 
along the wall : in this miferable pofture he flood 
for an hour, when by a fignal from one of their 
magiflrates^ he was takea down, and as foon as 
realifed he ran a^ay with rapidity, not daring to 
look behind. His crime was for impofing on the 
foldiers, by taking an enormous price for his com- 
modities. 

We began to make preparations for leaving the 
harbour, which is perhaps the beft in Europe for 
fcips of war, a fignal having been hoifted for the 
troops to repair on board their refpe£live fliips im- 
mediately. On their arrival on board it was eafy to 
difccrn the benefit they had received while on fiiore, 
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having received plenty erf Ijlaltcfc \*Iqc; iRblcKwat 
good and cheap. — - . ,. : 

In fiof , ike ifland of Malta' is pfeafanriyfitnatcdi 
and for ibc moft part chcir vejarctables, bread, &c. 
was fold at a reafonabl?: price. The coinmoii peopic 
fpeak Arabic, but the beiicr fort Italian; There 
is one thing which is very trc^ublcforae to t-he inba* 
bitants, the heat is fo cxccilivc, in fomc part ofi the 
year, both • day and night, thac the water breeds 
a great nurp-ber of gnats, which are th-c pl'ague. of 
this country. The number of inhabitants arc faii^ 
10 be about 98:000;"* coqrajriijig 26 parrfliea, wd 
between .30 and 40- vilfegfcs. Here we reeciwcd on 
board a Grecian piJot, who reported that wq wetc 
bound for the iil4nd of Rhodes,; a Greek iflaaU in 
the Mcditerpantan. 

On the aid of December, we failed from rhc har- 
bour of Valetta with a fair wiad, i-he* fort firing' t 
felute as wc went out of the bay». wht^h ^i^ po- 
turned by the. flag fiiip. Next day, audi fhc two 
following days, ^he wind- wa5 not favourabte, ac- 
eomp;inied with heavy {bowers of rain j at hit the 
wind fliiftcd, and the admiral left us under.ibie coa*- 
mand of the Ajax, when uj^oa the 27fch we came 
in view of ihe ifland of Caodia, or amieat Ctctcf. 
This ifland is fanned for beieg: the birth place of J.u- 
pitcr,. and the feat of lcgifl.uu«e to all Greece, h is 
very mountainous near the fca coaft, but its- vaHitis 
and plains are reraarkable fertilis in wine, oil, corq, 
filk, haney, wax and opium ; and is well known in 
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hiftory for its loo chys. Mount Ida is la this 
iflaod, andLcthc, ihe river of oblivion, is a torpid 
ftreara. Early next mcrniag by day light a breeze 
fprung up, when the fleet » made all fail, and about 
funfet we carac in view of the ifland of Rhodes, and 
came nigh the land in cxpcdation of anchoring. 

The air of this ifland is falubrions, and the foil 
very fertile ; but like all other places fubjcft to the 
Turks, is entirely loft for want of cultivation. The 
country is extremely plcafant, aBd clothed with 
trees and herbage always green. The wines here 
«rc much admired, and there fs plenty of every 
thing clfc that can render life agl-eeable. The city 
of Rhodes is about three miles in circumference, 
with high *alls planted on the top with cannon. 
There arc three gates which face the fea, where 
<:orci is fold, and two to the land fide. The build- 
ings are very handfome, ,and one of the ftreets is 
paved with fine marble. It was in this ifland that 
the famous coloflus of brafs^ flood, feventy cubits 
high, between whofc legs fliips failed, which after 
it was taken down loaded 900 camels. 

The commander in chief finding this iflind falu- 
brious, fent thehcfpital ftaffafliorc, and appointed 
it to be the general hofpital, whereupon all thefick 
belonging to the navy or army were im;mcdiatcly 
Tent aftiore, which afterwards proved very advan- 
tageous to our array .^ Juft as we were coming to 
anchor, wc were hailed by a cutter, who had juft 
xooic from Lord ^citb^ informing us that wc were 
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to proceed to Marmouffa Bay io Turkey-Afia, be- 
iDg only.Cx leagues diilant. 'Accordingly we fct 
fail, and came to anchor in Marraouird Bay on the 
ifl of January 1801. Found lying here the reft 
of the fleet under the command of Lord Keith* 
This bay is in Turkey in Afia, and in the province 
of Natolia ^ it is a very large bay, furrounded by 
high hills on every fide, except the entrance into it, 
which is very narrow, fo much fo that about three 
miles from the mouth of tbe bay a perfon could not 
difccrn any of our (hips, nor fuppofc that any an- 
chorage could be found for vefTcls in fuch a roman^ 
tic fituation. 

As this was. our laft place of rendezvous, pre- 
paratory to our landing in Egypt, it tvas here that 
every thing concerning the army was adjafted, and 
meafures were taken by the Ocroman Pone to fup- 
ply us with plenty of gun boats, &c.and Turkiih 
liorfes fo^ the cjavalry. On the 2d of January re- 
ceived orders to proceed immediately to take in 
wood and water, the former of vifhich we were to 
' take on board as much as poffibic, having nothing 
10 do but to fend men afliorc and cut";down as imany 
trees as they thought neceffary, the mouotains be- 
ing covered with them for many miles. The next 
order received was for all the bakers in the fleet to 
go afliore, ovens having been erefted for their ufc?, 
and by an order from Lord Keith the purfers de- 
livered out flour to the bakers, fo by that means all 
ihc fl:ct were amply fapplicd with ^cur baked brcad^i 
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alod we rcceiv€^ pldnty of Turkifc bullocks, fo that 
by ihefe fatkitary tacans taken by the comrtiaridcr. 
in cbidf Sir R. Abcrcrombie, tlie'roen began to rc- 
<!over every day, and the fick wha bad not gone to 
the hofpital at Rhodes joined their rcfpcftive regN 
ments. At this time there was an order iffucd out 
for a brigade to go afliorc every day, which was 
acGompliflied by our launches, and flat boats ; hf 
tbis J>lan every man landed, and was employed one' 
dcty atcxercifc, add the other wooding, which con- 
tributed to the health and fpirits of the men-, ari 
example of which they gave the French armjr oti 
the memorable 8th of March. 

About the centre of the bay ftatlds the town oF 
Marmorice : it is but (mall, and is almoft in riliris.' 
They have a Turkifh raofque here, and the re- 
mains of an old fortification. The Turks, in ge- 
neral, are well made, and if they are not expofcd 
too much to the fun, . their complexions are tolera-' 
bly fair ; they are robuft ; they ufe no labour that 
diftorts the body ; nor have they any imaginary 
wants, the fupply of which would inervatc them. 
Daring our ftay here we built huts for the ufe of 
the officers, in a fine valley, about two miles in the 
country, furroundcd by immcnfe, and almbft im- 
paffable mountains, on the fides of which are a few 
fcattered villages, or rather {beds, built of boughs, 
through which the rain conftantly enters. Here the 
Turk livfis (being pofleffed of a few goats, a gun 
and a horfes the poorefl among them having a nag,) 
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ia a ftate of igfiorance. The fiDcft earth remains 
untilled ; and even if they had a turn for indullry, 
it would be their misfortune ; for as foon as they 
amalTed a little property, then alas ! it would fall^a 
prey to the aga, apd the aga in bis turn would 
fall a prey to. the bafliaw. Their women are only 
to be feen, at a diftancc : for as foon as a ftranger 
Sfrrives they inftantly cover up their heads with a 
cloak, which forms a part of their drefs, and re- 
tire to their hoveb. Thefe people poflcfs a won- 
derful fpirit of roving, and are always provided 
with Jong^knives and pidols, and it is very common 
to fee them with dreadful wounds ; luckily Maho- 
met, knowing their difpoficions, very wifely forbad 
the ufe of wine, otherwife did they drink immode- 
rately, like fome of our countrymen, God knows 
what would become of them. 

Their drefs is plain, and the men wear drawers 
next the ikin, over them they have a fhirt of fat- 
tin, tafficy, or any other neat (luff, which reaches 
to their heels, and is tied round the waift with a 
falh, in which they frequently wear rwo daggers, 
adorned with gold or iilver, according to their qua- 
lity aud eftate. In this fa(h they alfo have pockets, 
one for their money and another for their tobacco* 
On their head they wear a crimfon velvet cap, 
round which they wrap a red or whit€ turban. 
They are great flaves to tobacco, particularly in 
imokingt both men and women; and many of them 
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lofc their intellcftaal faculties at an early period, by 
the immoderate ufe of opium; 

The Turks believe in predeftination^ the effeft 
of which I was informed was fuch, that during the 
plague, which fometiines rages violently, the mar- 
kets are all open, and proviCons iexpofed for fale 
as iifual, thofe that are well yifit the fick, and the 
ilreets are frequented in the &me manner as.ia 
times of health. The tender paffion of love has very 
little (hare in promoting matrimony in Turkey: the 
women are generally married between 12 and 18 
years of age, but they never fee their hufbands till 
after the indiffolubk knot is tied. Marriages here 
arc ufually brought about by the -mothers, who in 
order tor fiad proper wives for their fons, take all 
opportunities of introducing thcmfehres among the 
youeg women, and when they have qaade their 
choice propofe the matter to the mothers on the 
other fide: 'if there be noobje^on, withrefpeft to 
character or circumftances, the price is fixed that 
the man is to pay for her, and a licence procured 
from the cadi, upon which an iman joins their 
. hands, and declares them married. ' 

They arc very ftrift obfervers of then: duty in 
religion, pray regularly five times every day, and 
always walh before they pray. As wine is prohi- 
bited to be drunk by the Mahometans, I will amufc 
my readers with an authentic narrative of a Turkilh 
aga ; this account was given to me by a black who 
lived with the fame aga, and had been long witti 
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the Moors in Barbary, aod Kve4 at* Gibraltar for 
fomctimc, where he learned to fpcak the Eoglilh 
Iflpguagc, burnaakiog his cfcapc from there, he 
canoe to Turkey, where he had lived ever fincc. 
During my ftay ^t Rlarmorice, I often, when I was 
wooding, had the opportunity of converfing with 
hino.' This agahad an eunuch ^3 one of his prin-; 
cipal fcrvants, and upon whofe confidence he relied. 
One day he happened, to fee him drunk, but at this* 
time did not chaftife him for it ; the next time, 
which was in a few days after, he called him before 
hiip, and fworc by the prophet Mahomet that if he- 
found him the third time drunk,' be would put him 
to death that moment*' Notwithftanding this fe- 
Tcre threat, the eunuch ftill continued to get in*, 
toxjcated, hereupon the aga conceiving with him- 
felf, that there mufi be fome extraordinary delight 
in drinking, becaufc this eunuch prefcred it before 
hiB fife; fell to it himfelf, and in a (hort time died 
from cxccffive drinking ! 

On (he loth of November a roidihipman and 
two failors were roving among the mountains, they 
where unfortunately attacked by wild beads, (of 
which there arc vaft numbers here) and tore in 
pieces ; next day when they were found to be ab- 
fent, a fearch was made, but all that could be. 
foun4 y^.^ <>°c ^ the failor's jackets, which wa6| 
torn in ^pieces* This accident made our men more 
cautious in not wandering away by thcrafelves into , 
the interior of the woods. 
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. Oq the lath arrived here a Turkifti fngatCiWuH 
ao admiral's flag on board. Their ftiips are now 
moflly buih,aftcr the Bririih method, liocq Sir Sid- 
ney Smith in the Tiger, weotup to Coofta^tmoplc 
10 1799* Next day the Turkiih admiral, accom« 
panied by the commander in chief, came afliore^ 
and reviewed a large body. of. the army, whofc ap- 
pearance and difcipline was highly eftecmed, and 
gave great fatififa£lion to the Turkifli nobility. On 
board of TurkiQi (hips, the marines are Levants, an 
order of foldiery inflituted in imitation of that of 
the janizaries, (which are the Grand Signior's body 
guards) with whom they enjoy the fame rights and 
privileges, differing fro.m them in nothing but their 
pay, which is^much more confiderable. They arq 
direfled by their own particular of&cers, who are 
all fubjcft to the Capitan Pacha. The rcfidcnce of 
this great oflGicer is in the arfenal of Conftantinople^ 
where he keeps a mod magnificent court, inferior 
to none in the number of his attendants, but thf 
Grand Vizer himfelf. Under his jurifdiftion arc 
all pubfic flaves, both fuch as remain in the prifons 
of the arfenal, and thofe who ferve oti board the 
ihips of war. To him belong the revenues of the 
greateft part of the ifland^ of the Archipelago. 
When on board the fleet, his authority extend^ 
over all maritime places, where he ads with a moit 
'abfolute and defpotic power. 

The Turks, fpr the moft, arc but little Ikilled in 
the art of nayigatron, (although of late years they 
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dfe-bcfcome more experienced^ and have' Icfs kiiow^ 
ledge ih fighting their (hips than any nation in ilitf 
warld, infomuch that in a fca cngagcfnent thcfy 
have little more than their own bravery to depend 
on, and the moft of their fhips arc liavigatcd by 
Greeks. ^ 

Some few days after arrived the S wiftfure of ji 
guns Admiral Bickerton, arid the Tiger of *8o guns, 
from acruife off Alexandria, like wife fomcTurkifh 
fhips of war and gun boats from Rhodes. Having 
ftaid here, till we gaf every thing ready for em- 
barking and difembarkingas a preparatory (lep td 
our landing in Egypt.. We at length began to 
think' that our voyage was coming to a' cbnclufion, 
and'almoft every individual rrf the fleet waited with 
the utmoft impatience for our failing. ' 

About the latter end of this month the weather 
began to be very boirtcrous, f:) that the whole flret 
were obliged to lower their topmafts, as the gale 
continued for feveral days, accompanied with very 
heavy fliowers of rain and hail, fo mnch fo that the 
oldeft men in the fleet declared they never had 
fcen fuch large hail. 

On the 4th of February the weather became 
more moderate, and we were joined by the Dolphin 
of 44 guns, with a fleetof trahfports, having horfcs 
en board for our cavalry. The Turks did not fup- 
ply us with onc-half of 'the horfcs they ought to 
have done, as a great part of the dragoons, con- 
fiding of the nth, 12th and i6:h regiments wanted 
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borfes. This night an order was iffucd out by the 
commander in chief, to all.commandiQg officers of 
regiments, to furnifh their men wiilT ammuoitioa. 
and good flints. At tbi^ cime failed the Swififurc^ 
acconcips^nied by another (hip of war, fpr Alexandria* 
There is one circumftance, which I may inforrp my 
readers, that upon our arrival at firfl in this bay, 
Lord Elgin, our ambaffador at Conftantinople, fent 
a Turkifli general, (by order of th€ Grand Signior) 
to Marmorice, to be governor during the ftay of 
the fleet there : on ,his arrival our commander in 
chief was very much furprifcd to find he \?as a 
Scotchman, which proved the vigilance of Lord 
Elgin in furthering, as much as lay in his power, 
the cxpediiipn. If any other perfon had been fcni, 
without the French or Engliflx language, they 
could have been of no fervicc here, as he was to 
fix the price of all provifions, 5cc, that were fold, 
and to fettle all difputcs which might occur with 
the inhabitant?. This general's n^me was Camp« 
bey J- he leffScotland at the rebellion in the year. 
1745, and came to Turkey,. and had remained ia 
the fervicc ' of that country ever fince. He was 
mod magnificently drcjQTcd in embroidered fiik, and 
was attended by a large retinue of Levants* Hap-* 
pening one day to fee the 42d regiment at exercifc,. 
l^c was l^eard to fay, ** That it warmed his .heart 
greatly at th? j^ery fight of the anticnt bonnet s^nd 
bofe/V 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 

Th^ rcmaiDder of this month the weather was 
agreeable, aod we were bufily employed -« em- 
barking the cavalry on board of Greek traofports, 
fent for that purpofe. On the 14th all the troops, 
baggage, &c. were oil board waiting for a fair 
wind. 

Th^ following is the diftribution.of the army as 
they landed by brigades : 

General Sir R. Abercrootibic, Commander in* ChieH 

Major General Hutchinfon, Second in Cbmmand* 

Hon. Brigadier General Finch. 
12th light dragoons, Lieut. Col. Browne 

26th light dragoons, Lieut. Col. Gordoa^ 

Major General Ludlow, 
ift bat. Coldftreatn Guards, Colonel Price 
i2d ditto Colonel Dalrymple . 

Major General Coote. 
ift Brigade, Royals, 2d bat. Lieut. Col. Garden 
ift bat. 54th reg. Lieut. Col. Darby 

ad bat. 54th reg. Lieut. Col. Layard 

9 2d regiment, Lieut. Col. Erifcinc 

Major General Gradock. 
ad Brigade, 8th regt. Lieut. Col. Drumraoiid 

13th ditto, Lieut. Col. Bradfha^* 

i8ih ditto, Major Prelyn- 

90th ditto, Lieut. Col. Hill 
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. " M jor General Lord Cavao. 

3d Brigade, 50th rcgi\ Maj^r Rown 

7gch diito. Colonel Camcrdtt 

Marmes, Colonel Smith 



Brigadier General Doyle. 
4th Brigade, ad (or (^leens) LicUt. Col. Dalhoufic 
30th reginnfcnt, Lieut. Col. Wilk'infoa 

44th ditto, Lieut. Col. Ogilvy 

Sptb ditta, Lieut. Col. Stewart 

Brigadier General Stewart. 
5th Brigade, Minorca rcgt. Lieut. Col. Dureng 
Dc Rollcs, Lieut. Cof. Durler 

Dillons, Lretrt. Col. Ditlott . 

Brigadier Genef al Oalkes. 
Rcfcrvc, 33d foot, Lieut. Col. Half 

iSth ditto, Hon. Col. Paget 

42d dicta, Lieut. CoL Dickfou 

58th ditto, Lieut. Col. Houfton 

Cotficans, Captain Low 

Platik corns. 2d bat, 4orh rcg. Lieut. Col. Spencer 
Dctachra. tith Kght drags. Captarn Motley 
Detachm. Hompefch's rifle, Mjjor Wilf ja 
Maltefc pioneer^, and detachments Staff Corps 
Commandant of artillery. Brig. Geti. Lawfoa 
Chief engineer, M-pr M-Kcrfa,s 

Adjutant General; Brigadier Gen. Hope 

]>epufy Adjutant General, Colonel Abetcrombie 
Aififtants, Capt. Maxwell, 48th. regiment 
— * Lieut. M'Donald, 89th ditto 
I? 
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Quarter Maftcr GeBcral, Colonel Anftruther 
Deputy Q^ Mafter General, Lieut. Col. Duncan 
Affiftanis, Capt* M*Lean, gzd regiment 

— liicut. Brownrigg, engineers 

■ Major Birch, i6tfa light dragoons 

' Capt. Locon, 6ift regiment 

Lieutenani Jones 

/ , Lieut, Rivarola, 2 2d regiment 

Commiffary General, Henry Motz, Efq. 

Deputy Paymafter General, James Dunt2;c, Efq. 

This. day the Inflexible of 64 guns arrived from 
England, and broug-ht from Malta fomc of the 
Guards who had been left there, but had recovered. 
Received the news of the union with Great Britain 
and Ireland having paflcd the Parliament. On the 
20th Lord Keith, Vice Admiral of the Red, hoifted 
a blue flag, having been appointed AdmiraLof the 
Blue. The fleet on the 21ft weighed anchor, and 
fct fail with a fa,ir wind, confiding of above 200 
veflels, the troops on board being in high fpirits, 
having been well taken care of while they remained 
at Marmoricc Bay. The wind continuing favoura- 
ble, we proceeded on our voyage, and on Sunday 
afternoon, March ift, we came in fight of Alexan* 
dria. On the 22d the whole fleet anchored in the 
road o^ Aboul ir, within about five miles of the 
fliore. The weather became fo boifterous, we 
could not get landing the troops at this time, which 
gave the French full time to colicft troops ^jind ar- 
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t?Hcry, and to make every ncccffary preparation to 
opppfc us. For two or three* days the wind conti- 
nued to blow ftrong, accompanied with a heavy fea, 
which ftiH prevented our landing. Received the 
news of the death of Major M*Kcrras, chief engi-' 
ncer on the expedition : he had been in an open 
boat reconnoitring thecoaft, when unluckily he was 
dffcovered by the French fentinelsr, who imracdiatdy 
fired into the boat, and funk it. His 'death was 
vci*y much lamented, having the plans of our de- 
barkation, &c. in hfs pocket* Received orders to 
fupply every maa with three days' proviilons and* 
(pirits, and on the 7th we were bufily employed iti» 
carrying troops, from the (hips of war, on board oP 
tranfpbrts that fay near the fliore. On the&th a- 
fignal was hoiftcd for difembarkacion, and all thic 
military feemed eager to get "into the boats, and in 
Icfs thau an hour the boats were full; About fix 
o'clock in the morning the boats were all in a line, 
and moved forward* towards the coaft between tbc 
lake of Madia, and' the fort of Aboukir, accompa- 
nied by feveral gun boats to cover their landing.' 
.The enemy, commanded by General Freant, had* 
their artillery, confifting of- 15 pieces of cannon, 
placed on a fpacc of little Aorc than two miles, 
from near the caftle of Aboukir to the tarrow ifth- 
mus whichforms the boundary of the lake. Sucb 
was the fituation of affairs on the morning of the 
8th. Atfcvcn in the morntng theljoats, prcfenting- 
a formidable front, rowed toward- th« coaft, and- 
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ptWei in eitcellent oxdtr^ aod tfoisedifitelf htgttk 
tp land, under cover of the gw hoais. Nothing 
ever exceeded the boldnefs and p.erfeverance with, 
vhich the boats continued to approach the ^re^^ 
under a fhower of foulkts, iheUs ai^d gtape ihot from 
J 6 pieces of artillery, befi,des the mufquetry of 
2,500 men. Evci^y difcbargc was^anfweredby hoz- 
z^s from the feameo, and all fceo^ed totally uxfeoii- 
ble of danger. 

The rcferve, under General Moore, landed firft,. 
^ccompaoied by a party of the Guardsi, and as footi, 
as they got out of tha boats, they fornjed as if ott, 
parade, and were tinmediately charg(;d by a ftrong) 
<;oluD3n of infaiitry, but thie braye Brijiiih foldiers, 
^ood the charge^ and foon. ^m them to. th^ route,, 
and in a momeni; cai:ried the height, and took fe* 
^cral pieces of cannon^ The left wcrx charged by 
the cavalry the moment they got out. of the boats;; 
however, they drove every. thing before them, and, 
in the courfc pf three^quarjter^ of an hour the enemy, 
Vas completely beaieq, with the lofs of half of hi$. 
artillery^ This cotifli^ ws^s a dreadful one, and, 
contiiiued till uine in th^ niornipg* After an halt 
of iwa or^ three bourns, the ai^niy a^dvanced about. 
fourmile«y whqre th#y remained till the isth^ and, 
ID the imerim mJzn^vfCTp enaplpyed in the, difembar^ 
l^ation of apqimunitioQ) acd part of General Coote's. 
brigade, which had Q^oc been lapdcd, ou acqount, 
of their not being able to brjng alLthc; afi9y ifi th4 
i^rit' flotilla of bqa^s in the morping* 
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.• Here- wc began to find a Uuk the ioconvcnJeflcc 
{>f not having plenty of frefli water, tbc foldiers bc« 
iDg obliged to come to the beach for it« There wa9 
plenty of butts put into the faud very near tbc fur* 
face, thefc wfere filled with water by our fajjor?, who 
were at this time employed condantly, night and 
day, in landing water, provifions, ammunition, &c« 
At this time the ad regiment of foot, and the batta- 
lion of markicSy were employed in ftorming the csf- 
tlc of Aboakir. On the 1 2th the army marched 
forwards, conflantly fkirmiihing with the advanced 
guard of the eoemy, who had by this time received 
a rt'uifoTctment of upwards of two brigades of in- 
fantry, aod one regiment of cavalry from Cairo* 
The troo):)s halted within two leagues of Alexandria, 
amd one league of the enemy, who were advantage- 
ouily podted on a ridge, with theixv right to the car- 
nal of ^dJexandria, and their left to the fea. If I 
rememb^er right, the place we ftopt at was called 
Mondavi, ip the neia[hbourhQod of which was th£ 
remain:?, of an old callle. Next morning, being the 
ijth, %ff€ moved forwards to attack the enemy, and 
to turn their left ; they did not however wait, but 
came down and attacked us ; our army moved to 
auack. the right of the enemy, marching by luies 
from: the left : the refcrvc covering the movement, 
and I parallel with the firft fire* As the columns ad- 
vano ed into the plam, wbich confided moftly of fand, 
Witfai fome heights to the right, and the lake Madia 
on Mht left, the enemy attacked us with all bis ca* 
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valry, fappbrted by a cocfiderablc body of infantrf, 
zn<X ID or 12 pieces of cannon : this attack was re- 
pulfed by our advanced guard, confining of the 90th 
regiment on the right, and the gid on the left, 
both of which behaved moft nobly. Our firll line 
then formed two lines to the front of march, the 
flrinks of which were proteftcd by the refervc, and 
continued in that manner, with fixed bayonets, 
whilft the fecond line, (ccJntinuing ftill in column,) 
turned the enemy^s right, and forced them to leave 
their pofition. The army followed in the order a- 
bove dated, and Sir Ralph gave orders for rcnew- 
* iDg the attack on the heights clofe to the town, to -' 
which the enemy retreated ; but on- examining thetr 
pofition, it was thought that they were under the 
guns of the fort, and could not .probably be kept if 
taken. In xhe evening our army took poffeiEon of 
the ground which the enemy had left. 

The force the French had appeared to be about 
5000 infantry, 600 cavalry, and a large proportica 
of artillery, the ground being very favourable to 
the two laft. The movements, although under a 
conftant cannonade, were regular and accurate. 
The commander in chief, in the laft aflion, had his 
borfc ihot under him. Having taken poflVffion of 
the ground the enemy left, we lay there all night, 
and next morning bega,n to make redoubts add bat- 
teries, fatigue parties being fent to work undq^r the 
command of the engineers. Nothing of importance 
occurred for two days, but our troops bufy in dig- 
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ging wells, in the plain for water,, which happily wc 
found, although warm, and a little tindure of falc 
in it. Notwithftanding of this impediment,, by care 
and attention in cleaning the wells often, the water 
became more clear and fwcetcr. 
. On the evening of the i6th, as Colonel Bryce, 
of the Guards, was going his rounds, the night be- 
ing foggy,' he had went too nigh the French fen* 
tinels, who took him prifoner. The colonel be- 
ing obftinate, would not deliver himfelf up, whca 
they cut and wounded him in fuch a manner, that 
he died next day at Alexandria. 

On the 1 8th the caftlc of Aboukir furrendered 
to the Britifli, after a fiegc of eleven days ; they 
confifted of 168 men, and were immediately fcnt to 
Marfcilles in France. We continued to bring for- 
war4 artillery, &c. for our batteries, with an inten- 
tion to attack the pofiiion of the French in front of 
. Alexandria, when Mcnou collcfted his whole force 
from Cairo, and other places, and joined the army 
at Alexandria, and attacked us before day-light on 
the 2ift. 

The following orders were delivered on the 20th, 
by General Mcnou, previous to the attack he made . 
on our army. 

The array is to attack the EngliQi to-morrow the 
2 1 ft. All the troops will therefore be at three 
o'clock in the morning precifely in order of battle 
without beat of drum^ and without making any 
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kind of Doifc, aoo pactf^ before the prtfent camp^ 
which is without the gate of Rofctta, 

The general attack is to begin prccif ^ly aa hour 
anc! a half before diy-break, that is to fay, at half 
part four in the moroing. 

The army is- to be ratfged in the folIowFog order : 
the divifion of Regcicf, compofcd of the 13th and 
8sth' denni-brigadc&, (hall fupport its right towai^dt 
rhe bridge which is oa the canal of Alexandria, be-* 
fore the prefcnt camp. 

To the left of the divifion of Regnier, the divl- 
fion of Frcant, compofed of the 25tb, 6ift, and 
75th dexi-brfgades, is to take its ftation. 

To the left of the divifion of Frcanf, and confe*' 
qucntly in the centre, is tobethecolumncomno^iided 
by Genera! D'^Eftaing, conrpofed of the 2 rft dcmi*' 
brigade, srod two corepaiiies of grenadiers of the 
25t&, and the Greek grenadiers. This column it 
intended to form the advanced guard. 

To the left of the column of D'Eftainfg it to be 
the divifion of Raropon, compofed of the 32d-deHiN 
brigade, and of three companies of caribinccrs of 
the 2d light brigade. It will form the centre of the 
army conjointly, with the column of D'Eftarng. 

To the left of the divifion of Rampbn h to be ih^ 
divifion of Lanuffe, compofed of the 4(h, 1 8th, 6^th>-^^ 
and 88ch d'crtii- brigades. It is to ftapport its left by 
the fea. 

It follows from vhU arrangement, that the divifionr 
of Regnier and^Frcant vrill form tke tight wing;; th* 
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Ibp diyifiop$ of l*a»uflfe tb<: left. * 

A light .cQrp$ «ill advance oo the left :of the cpc- 
lijjr, to oridcr to make ^ hHt attack, which is to be*. 
giQ At tbp fao)^ moment as the regl one. This corps 
Vjl} be compored of the regiroeot of dramcdarie9, 
and of 30 cavalry. 

Thjrce httridrcd cavalry arc to march againft the 
tigbt of the aripy, 00 the other &4c of the caqa^ 
jn order to apppy their left, by tonftaptly pufhio^ 
fbrvstrd ri^etnea. This saanioettFre is to begin at the 
(m^ tibie aj the fi^lCc attack n)«Lde by the drome- 
jdaries. They are to obey the orders of General 
jRLegnicr. 

The reft of the cavalry of the army are to keep 
liehii^d the c^rJirc; 

The artillery in rcfcrve are to be placed behind 
t))e C4v;ilry, aod behind them are to be the iofantry 
glides. 

The main attaek is to be begun by the left wing 
of the array, under the command of General La« 
fiOlTe > a04 by the centre^ commanded by Generals 
J^ampQn and D^Eflaing. They are to march againft 
ihe redp^bts in fro&t of their pofition, and to take 
^fn jtrlt^ the bayonfst. At the fame time the right 
Jfipg Qf the army, commanded by General Rcg- 
nier, is to' rcfufe a little until the engagement (hall 
b^ive been warmly begun by the left* The centre is 
19 fecond the left Artng, and the right wmg is rhe^ 
to advance/bfjJQdy fonrard, and to ^tta^k and fu 
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Ixo the route all that falls io their way* When the 
pofuioDS of the right and of the centre of the ene- 
my iKall have been carried, and all their firfl line 
routed^ the French army mud form again with ra- 
pidity, in order to march againd the fecond line of 
the enemy. The riflemen only are exempted from 
this meafure. 

This movement againd the fecond line of the ene- 
my is to be begun by the left wing, which is to re- 
fufc a Hide, its right endeavouring to out flank the 
enemy. The centre is to follow this movement, 
and the right wing is to keep in check all the left of 
the enemy. The obje£l of this movement is to en- 
deavour to drWe back the Englifli to the lake of 
Madia* 

, General Rozie, who commands the cavalry, will 
have an eye to aH the movements of the enemy, and 
will take advantage of every favourable circum- ^ 
ftance, as well as of ground, in order to advance 
and dedroy all that may have been fliaken by the 
infantry* 

General Sougir will pay the fame attention to the 
advantageous employment of his artillery. It is ne- 
ceflary he Ihould have an eye to the gun boats 
which are on the flanks of the pofition : it will, per- 
haps, be neceflary to filence them with 1 2 poun- 
ders; 

The generals who command the divifions will em- 
ploy their artillery of whatever kind, in the manner 
W^cb may appear to them mod proper. 
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The cafe muft be the fame with rcfpcft to thege* 
faeral commaodiog the cavalry. The generals of 
divifioa muft alfo form, their front of the column of 
attack as well as their fecond line, if they judge ie 
neceiTary, in the manner whicit they fhaildeem mbft 
advantageous. 

The commander in chief will be in motion every 
where, to iflue the frelhorders which circumftances 
may render ncccffary, 

(Signed). MENOU. 

The attack was made upon our right andxentrcf 
and conliiled of five columns, in number fuppofed 
to be about 12,000* They fird made a feint upon 
our. Icft^ with a fmall body of cavalry, and a regi* 
ipent of (harp'lhooters^ bat the principal attack was 
direfted to the right, in order to turathat fia^k^ 
whereby they might poflefs themfelvcs of out bat* 
terics, and obtain the command of the fand bills. • 

About 3 or 4Q0 yards iu front o£ the rcfcrve, a 
redoubt, open ia the rear, had been thrown upy 
which commanded the' plain in. front of our army; 
ia this redoubt was potted the 28th regiment, a 
large ruin, (called by^us Cleopatra's Palace) about 
46 yards bchjpd thie right of the redoubt, flanked 
it on that fide, and fwcpt the ground betweea the 
redoubt and the fea, and in thi^ was pofted the 58th 
regiments If the enemy got poffcffion of thi^ xc¥ 
doubt and the ruid, it was impoilible for the armyi 
to keep its pofition. It bad bceafi^ttlcd, that ia 
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«fe df an ^nick thk 4td fegfcicift tras td movd up 
lo the kfc of the redbubt^ aAd thif 23d fegidrcnti 
9lod fl^dk companies df ihd 4otbj \lrerd to fop|)oi% 
the ^8ih in ib'S rmoi. 

Tbe atniy were ftanding to tbcir anns an honr 
before day-light, when the attack commenced bn 
cut kft ; tbisv' ho^irtt; only maiked tbc real at- 
tack on the rigbt, which cdmiheiiced immediately 
after on the redoubt. They attacked us in from 
of Both flaUks; Thcrt were fix pieces of artillery 
in the redoubt j they could not force it in front, 
but the ground cnaWled tb^ to lye under tovcr, 
ind keep up a heavy fire ob tt. Oh ihi fight ihd 
^8th; allowed them! to adi^ce pretty clofe, dnd 
ibca thi-cw in two or itire^ fircsj which kiMcd fa 
»any that the remainder fetired^ dhd ae^el- it«i*S 
ally dthef ferious attempt on ibat fide; Cte thfe \t(t 
of fbc redoubt things Were more ferit^ni ; t^d bo^ 
dies of th^e French Had paffed uufeen, and Wheti tb^ 
42A arrived wcrefonhing upon the left of the re- 
doubt ; ofie of tbefd bodies' Was diCcovcred cdrd- 
pletcly in their rear, and tooving t6 wards the fiiin; 
The 42d faced to the right abont^ and charged tbe 
PTCifch colunin, not a man of Which, corififtlng bt 
4 or 500, efcaped being killed, woutfded^ ot pft- 
foners ; they then turned ag^itffft ih^ dthfer bddji 
ahd drove it back ; but in ddfig this ibe^ order 
was dcraiiged, aid a corps of catilry got- ib b}i6it 
tbcmr; they, bbixfivcr, ftoerd tbcit grbufaif> and ^ot 
ftic hctteit cf the cavabf^ 
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, Thi Frcnfch rcfce#€d the attswck ttrke aficrwat Ji) 
their cavalry again came fotward, and {^att of theiifl 
turned the redoubt, and gbt into it } tb^ 28&b^ ^ho 
lined the parapet, t^ithout leaving llitir ftatton, 
turned round and di-ov^ out hf their firfc fuiih a& tbef 
did not kill. The foreign btigade vndei" Genetil 
Stewart had moved up from the fecohd Itfie^ (o th4s 
fupport of the rcferVe, and affifted iti fejjelllng thft 
lad ittacks. While thefe events \Krcitc paffing ott 
the right, our left virasnot tfiuch hfs^bufi^Jrtogagc4 
in reddling the attacks of the feveral coluthnjs op«- 
pofed to them, vrho were waiting (he refutt of tbfe 
attack on the right td pulh forward. 

Having &i]ed in every attempt to fotce us With 
their infantry, they endeavoured to diflodge us witU 
their artillery^ and they cannonaded us for an hour 
and ahalf^ Without our being able, for want of ath^ 
snnnition, to return a (hot. It was about this tim6 
that the commander in chief was taken pr ifoter by 
ibme French cavalry, one of whotn had his fabre 
lifted to cut him down, virhen a p^i^ate in the 42d 
ran from iht ranks t6 his ailiftalicc, and (hot tht 
Frenchman, and refened him. Sit Rsllph fhottljr 
after received a fhot in the thigh : he coftthiucd^ 
towevcr, to tide about during the remainder of the 
a^ion, which continued for about two hours from 
that time. As foon as ammunition arrived, they 
retreated. The French left in this aftioti about 
400Q men : their cavalry, which amounted to 1 500, 
it Was tcported^ was reduced to 8oo. Our provoft 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



54 

inarihal buried iioo of their dead, add jcbborfcs* 
Ic wa^ m this adion the invlDciUe fiahdard wai 
lakcQ by a fcrjeant of the 4zd regiment. 

OeoeralHope bcifig purfued by a party of French 
boffemeDj drew his f^ord to defend bimfdf, but 
unfortuoacely it dropped from his hand, owing to 
a ihot whkh took off two of his fingers. At this 
critical moment a grape (hot (track his horfe in the 
belly, and covered the general all over with hit 
blood and entrails. The French feeing the general! 
lying online ground in this fituation^ thought be 
was dead, and rode off to another part of the field ; 
but the general, recovering from his fall, got up; 
and, looking round, found all the French troops 
gone. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie wound was at firft fight 
thought not dangerous. He was in thejrhickcft of 
the battle^ \Vberever,ihc enemy ;prcffed, there 
was this good gallant veteraQ feetij combining with 
age all the ardour^ a^jvity, ^nd coui age of youth : 
after he wa$ wounded he was fent on board of the 
Foudroyant, Lord Keith,' .where he could, have 
better accomfnpdation than pu (bore. . 

It may not be improper to let my readers fee the 
orders ifTued out in our camp oo the night of the 
did of March. 

Camp in front of Alessandria. 

As it i$ poifible the enemy may be defperate e- 
Dough, to make a night attack, Major General Hut- 
•chiafoh is under the necciliry of requefting that the 
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troops may remain with their accoutreme&ts, in the 
pofitian they are to occupy in cafe of alarm. Ge« 
neral officers will take care not to throw away fire 
daring the darknefs of' the night, but to ufe the 
t)ayonet as much as poffible. Should an attack take 
place, it is hoped the greateft order, filence, and re- 
gularity may be obferved The troops mud be fully 
confcious of the glory they have already acquired^ 
and of their fuperiority over an enemy whom they 
have fo often beaten. But at the fame time pru- 
dence, and difcipline, mud be (Irongly recommend* 
ed, and with a little caution, the Britiih army in 
Egypt will find they are invincible. 

Next morning found all things in a quiet ftate^ 
we remaining in our old pofition, and the French 
army encamped about a mile without the Rofetta 
•gate of the city ; a fine declining valley intervened 
between the two armies, where our picquets were 
ported. We were again employed at our old occu* 
pation, ere£ling batteries. It was about this time 
that our camp was reviewed by the Capitan Pacha, 
who was well pleafed with the appearance and be- 
haviour of our troops. 

Part of our army marched againft Rofetta, and 
Fort St. Julien near the mouth of the Nile. Sir 
Sidney Smhh commanded the expedition againft 
Rofetta, and Colonel Spencer had under his com« 
mand the ^i, (or Queens) and the flank companies 
of the .40th regiment. 

On the 5th of April about 5q# of oar troopt^ 
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fottQ«rc4 by the Turkifti araay, whieh the Capitad 
PaahaJaodcd here, coDjTiilipg of abour 6000 mcuf 
tjofkd ihe paffagc of tb$ Madia Lake on their 
narcb to Rofetta^ which was takied, aloo^ witll 
Fort Su JuHco, by Goloocl Spencer and Sir Sidpey 
Smith, upon the loih. This circomflapce gave of 
the commaad cf the mouth of the Nile* The army^ 
Iphich marched from this, ui^der tkc cottmatid of 
}ddpr Ceneral Hutchinfoo, proceeded qp the Niltf 
to Cairo, fox which purpofe the Graod Vizier wM 
likevife 10 motion. 

The followtog Was the ilatr of the French troops^ 
and the pofitions they occupied) before the battle 
pf the 2iSQf March: 

<^ At Aicj&andrta the timber of troops ciofiCdcit 
of 1460 men, under the command of General La? 
nuffe and Veil : the former was wounded on the 
aift of M^rch ; he had his thigh taken o^Fby i 
eaonon bail in the early part of the aftion, and only 
furvived eight days. The chief furgcon Lcyry, of 
great merit, went to the general to perform thD 
ampuution, but Lanufie refufed it ; all bis frieodi 
entreated that it might be done, and the fkiiful fur^ 
geon pledged himfetf for the fuccefs o( the opefa*- 
tion, which he maintaiiied would not eqdanger bfil 
life : k was impoffible for him to live without am^ 
putatioiu At length fatigued with the preiEog fOr 
Itckatjonsof liis friends, Lanufle faid \q them, ^^ Not 
I will not confent to furvive this difhouourable aft 
|ahr/' and died« 
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" At Cairo, 1600 men commanded by Mcnou^ 
Damas, Rcgnicr and BcUier, bcfidcs which the 
furgcon general reported 1400 invalids and fick. At 
Suez 800 men under Macfliane, and 100 under 
Morkn at Coffier. General D'Eftaing commands 
' 800 infaniry at Rofeita, and there is a corps of 200 
cavalry at the fame place. AtDamietta 1000 foot 
and 300 horfe. On the Rofctta branch 200 foot, 
ind at lllcfhby and Boulac two corps of cavalry of 
fioo each. At Aboukir and Bclbeg 3 companies 
of 100 men, befides 4000 auxiliaries, principally at 
Cairo. The Boulac cavalry arc within four milei 
of Cairo. The auxiliary troops arc principally 
compofcd of natives of the iflands of the Ji.rchipe-. 
lago, commanded by Turks, whom the French are 
cautious of employing, and place no confidence in.^ 

The above intelligence was received from an offi* 
cer of the French army who dcferted to us. At this 
time the Aralps came with provifions, fruit, &c. to 
fell at our market, there being a place appointed 
for that purpofe ; like wife a Turkifti chief to fuper- 
intend the market, and fix the price of the dtlFerenc 
commodities the Briiifh wanted topurchafej and 
it was the bufinefs of our provoft maribal to take 
care that no perfon molefted the Arabs, by taking 
any unlawful means to rob them of their property. 
He had the whole command of punifliing any per*- 
fon deteftcd, and had an officer's guard to attend 
him when wanted.. The marjcet being near the 
lake, there was a large fandy plain on the other 

a; 
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fide, by which raoft of the Arabs came to our mar- 
kct : at the fathcrmoft end of the plain it was mar* 
ftiy, and I. believe joined the Lake Macritcs on the 
weft fide of Alexandria. The French feeing all 
their hopes fruftratcd of receiving any reinforcc- 
incms, provifions, &c. by the Nile, ufed at night to 
ict out, fomeriincs up to their breaft in water com- 
ipg through this marfli/ and proceed on their way 
JDy the defcrt to Cairo, and fometimcs when on their 
Journey they met with the poor Arabs coming to 
pur market with provifions, they would attack and 
fob them of their property ; by thcfc means our 
market began to diminiih, but this was foon put a 
ilop to. 

. Major General Cootc being left commander ia 
chief of the army before Alexandria, the engineer 
proppfed a plan of cutting off its communication, by 
inufldq.ting the adjacent diftrift, which could eafiiy 
be c%fted by cutting a fmall piece of ground not 
above ^o yards broad, that divided the plain and 
the Lal^e Madia. This plan being agreed on, fa* 
tigue parties were fet to work, and in a little time 
jiccomplKhed their; defign : it was a long time io 
j&liing up to the level, but at la^ft a fquadron of gua 
boats .were ftationcd upon it. 

All this month nothing of importance occurred, 
^bovit the ift of May the weather was yery warm, 
>n4 a. great number of men in the army were much 
affll^ed with (qt^ %$ and eyes, and pthers with the 
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ftix, (o that onr hospitals were full, and the troop* 
io general thin and meagre looking. 

About this time an cxprcfs was fcnt by Colonel 
Holloway of the artillery, containing an account of 
an engagement betwixt the Turks, commanded by 
the Grand Vizier, and the' French troops, in the 
neighbourhood of Cairo, when the French were 
defeated with the lofs of 50 killed, and one.takca 
prifoner. 

Nothing particular ftccurred in our camp for a 
(hort time, as both armies remained in a (late of 
quietnefs. The country where we lay encamped 
was nothing but a defcrt of fand, and no herbage 
could be feen from Aboukir caflle to the heights of^ 
Alexandria. Some affirm that it was formerly all 
one city, for during our march betwixt the two 
places, we, faw innumerable ruins, old caflles, &c. 
Some learned men in our camp were of opinioa 
that this was the ancient Canopus, but this I can* 
not believe, • becaufe the fituation does not agree 
with that which is given of Canopus by all the an- 
tient writers. It is very well known to every per«» 
f^n acquamtcd with the ancient hiftory of this coun* 
try, that the city ftbod upon the hanks of the largeft 
weftcrn branch of the Nile, which wa^ from thence 
called the Ganopic Branch, which now difcharges 
itfelf into the fea, a little below Rofctta ; and as 
Aboukir is fituated above 15 miles diftance from 
that branch, I think it very reafonablc to conclude 
that Canopus is falfely fuppofed to have be^ #:(h^ 
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nclgbbonrhood of that place ; but let It be as it 
may, the remains of feme town is very plain. 

^n cxprcfs was received from Major General 
Hutchinfon, dated 

Head J^arteri near Alkam in Egypt ^ 
June xjlj 1801. 

** The French abandoned .the pofition of El- Aft 
on the 7th of May, which wc occupied the fame 
evening, and on the gtb we advanced to Rahma- 
nich, where the French were ported, with upwards 
of 3000 infantry and 800 cavalry. We firft imagined 
' that they might} have endeavoured to have main- 
tained that pofition J but our corps on the eaftera 
bank of the Nile having got into their rear, took 
the fort of Rahmanich in rcfcrvc, which probably 
induced the enemy to retire in the night, between 
the 9th and loth, leaving a garrifon in the fort, 
which furrcndcred in the morning, amounting to 
110 men, commanded by a chief of brigade : wc. 
alfo took the fame day about fifty cavalry and three 
officers coming from Alexandria. 

*^ As the enemy retired towards Cairo, it became 
Deccffary to follow him, in order to cover the army 
of the Grand Vizier, and to fccurc ajunftion with 
the expcfted reinforcement from India. Nothing 
happened of any importance until the 14th, when 
we fell in with a valuable convoy of germs on the 
Nile ; they had come from, Cairo down: the canal 
of McnoufF, which joins the Damietta and the Ro- 
jfetta bran^hc? of the river. From this circumftance - 
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they knew nothing of the retreat of General GraBge 
from Rahmanich, About 150 prifoners fell into 
our hands, and feveral heavy guns, fome of them 
intended for the defence of Alexandria. The con- 
voy itfcif was very valuable, and is a great lofs to 
the enemy. We found on board all kinds of cloaih- 
ipg, wine, fpirits, &c. and about 5000]. ia money. 
" Oa the i7ih, when encamped at Alkara, wc 
were informed by the Arabs, that a confidcrablc 
body of French, coming from Alexandria, were 
advancing towards the Nile, near the fpot where 
the boats of the Capitan Pacha then were. The 
cavalry were immediately ordered out with two 
- pieces of cannon, under the command of Brigadier 
General Doyle, fupportcd by his brigade of infan* 
-try. Colonel Cavalier who commanded the French 
convoy, as foon as he perceived the boats of the 
Capican Pacha, fufpe£led that our army mud be 
near, and therefore retired into the defert, where 
we followed him. The cavalry came up with him^ 
after a march of about three hours. A flag of truce 
was fent in to them by Major Wilfon of the Horn- 
peCch, requiring them to furrender, on condition that 
their private property fliould be rcfpefted, and that 
they (hould be fent to France by the firft convenient 
opportunity. With thefe terms they complied, and 
laid down their arms. They amounted in all to a« 
bout 600 men, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, to- 
gether with a confiderable portion of the dromedary 
wrps, one four pounder, and 550 camels. The 
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jirjfbndrs taken arc all Fr enchmcD, and of the bed 
troops they had in Egypt. 

" On the 17th of May the enemy retired from 
the fort of Libct, on the Damictta branch, and 
formed a junftion with about 200 men which they 
had at Burlos, This fort they alfo evacuated, and 
Embarked in five fmall vefTels, four of which had 
been taken atid carried into Aboukir bay ; the fifth 
endeavoured toefcapc towards Cyprus, but a Turk- 
i(h frigate was left in chace of her, fo that il is more 
than probable ihc has iharcd the fame fate. The 
gartifods of the two forts confiiled of about 700. 
raen ; fo in all we have, taken, from the 9th to the 
20th, ne^r 1600 men; which makes a confidcra^ 
ble diminution of the cnenty*s forces in this country. 
The French made a mod extraordinary rapid tnatch 
from Rahmanich to Gi^ar, where they had arrived 
on the 13th, and immediately crcffed the river Bou- 
Jac. On the i5ih they marched to attack the Grand 
Vizier's army. His highnefs anticipated their in- 
tention, and made a formal movement with a con* 
fiderablc body of cavalry, on>ihe night between the 
15th and i6th. The armies remained for fomc 
hours in prefence of each other, when the Qtioman 
'troops attacked, at about eight o'clock in the morn* 
/ng, and after an aftion of fcven hours, the French 
retired; having loft between 3 or 400 men killed 
and wounded. They were nearly the fame people 
who had retreated from Rahtnanicb-, and were 
jbotit 4,500 men. 
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. « The M^clukes uoder the orders of Ofmai^ 
Bey (fucceffjr to Murad ^ey) have joined us to the 
amount of about 1500 cavalry, inferior certainly to 
cone in the worjv). I am fanguine enough to hope 
that the moil ferious gopd cfftft will arijfc from the 
junction, as they have a moft intimate knowledge 
of the country, and the greated influence amongft 
the inhabijiants*^ 

J. H. HUTCHINSON/^ 
Fort of Rahmanich, May 10/ A, 1801. 
The governor of the fort of Rahmanich will fur- 
render to the Ottoman and Briiiih force on the foU 
lowing cotulitions : 

xjij The oflSiccrs will wear their fwords, and re- 
tain their eSeds. They, as well as fgldiers^ ihall 
be prifoners of war. 

2^, The garrifon fhalJ be fcnt back to France, 
and (hall not fcrve againA the king of England) nor 
againft bis allies, until exchanged conformable to 
the cartel between the two nations* 

3^, The wouaded arc placed under the protec- 
tion of Briiiih humanity. 

(Signed; La Croixy chef de brigade. 
Capitan Pacha. 

J. H. Hutchinfon^ commander in chief. 
yams Sieven/ony captain royal pavy. 

• My readers muft here landerftand, that while the 
army) uu^er Mctjor General Hutchinfoo, and the 
troops of the Capitan P^chai were advancing to** 
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Wards Cairo, a flotilla of gua boats, &c. under the 
command of Captain Stcvtnfonj was always in wait 
of the army with ammuDition, provifions, &c. and 
to be ready to capture any germ coming from, or 
going to, Cairo ; likewife for cannonading ^ny fort 
in conjunftion with the army, as they had formerly 
done with fucccfi at Rofetta and Rahmanich. Thte 
army proceeded on their march towards Cairo^ and 
a confiderable number of our men were lick in the 
hofpitafs. 

On the 1 2th of June I received orders from, Co- 
lonel Smith to proceed immediately to Rofetta oti 
fervice. 1 immediately fet out from the camp near 
Alexandria, in company with a captain of the army,' 
who was to inftruft and give me- orders. We ar- 
rived at a block boufe in the evening, on the other 
fide of Lake Madia, diftant about nine miles from 
our camp : here we were obliged to reft for the 
night, the way between this and Rofetta being over 
a Tandy defcrt, and the path road "hardly perceiva- 
ble without a guide, as it was not very common, and 
on the boarders of the dcfcrt. Wc remained here 
all night, and fet out next morning, having an Arab 
for our guide, well armed in c^fe of an attack, the 
country being infefted with wandering Arabs, who 
rob all perfons that they conquer. .Wc continued 
our journey over an immenfe plain of fand, and at 
length arrived at a Turkifli hut, which our guide 
entered, and received plenty of water melons to cat; 
the Turk having upwards of 1 2 or 14 acres of them 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^5 . 

la the neigbboiirfaoad of his hut. Learded from 

tbis Turk that wc were about (itc miles from Ro** 

Ictta. We again fct out on our journey, which was 

very fatiguing, through heavy fand$, and the fcorch- 

ing rays of the fun, and at length arrived at Ro- 

fetta, where we took lodgings in an Italian woman'$ 

houfe. EarFy next morning I went out to fee this 

ancient city. It is called in the language of the 

country Rafchid, isofaconfiderableiize, andftand$ 

t>n an eminence, from whence you have a delight^ 

ful profpefl of the courfe of the Nile, and a part of 

the Delta. It ferves as a depot for the trade be«* 

tWeen Alexandria and Cairo. The boats of the 

latter city proceed no further than Rofetta, where 

they take on board goods brought by veflcls from 

Alexandria, which never advance up the riven 

There are a coniidcrable number of mhabicants itx 

this city, and the French had built feveral brick 

houfes for barracks. The people are courteous and 

ei^il ; and they fell their bread, mutton, milk and 

fruits at a reafonable rate. The population of £- 

gypt was formerly very great, but it is now almoft 

confined to the banks of the Nile. The reft of the 

country is inhabited by other nations ; fo that no* 

thing with certainty can be faid about it. Having 

had few opporttinities of:x)bfcrving the induilry of 

the people, I have little to fay concerning the ftatc 

of the arts in Egypt. But there are fome which af« 

ford articles of trade, and ihcfc it would be im^iom 

per to overlook entirely. 

I 
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Agncttlmre, the firfl: aadmoft important of all 
arts, is not in a very thriving condition here ; at 
jcaft if wc compare the prcfent produce of the lands 
with what a country of fuch natural fertility might 
be brought by cuhivation to produce. But the lo- 
cal circumftances of this country are fuch, that, 
^although io a feat of war; and the mifery of the 
rhufbandman, they cannot extingnifh the natural 
'fertility of the foil. However ill cultivated, it ftiil 
jcontinuejs to compenfate richly the. little labour that 
is bcftowcd upon it, andjto repays with confidentble 
profit, the eicpence laid out* 

The foil of Lower Egypt fccnw to be of a fandy 
m^xxxrt^ thlt has been gradually depofited by the 
Nile. In a dry and torrid climate, and under an 
unclouded. &^, fuch long fcafons of drought, as lU 
gypt experiences, would render it an arid and bar- 
f en dcfert) were it not for the fertilidng waters of 
Xhc Nile. 

' Some defcription)s of Egypt Would lead a perfoa 
to think, that the Nile, when it fwells, lays the 
whole province under water. The lands imitiedi- 
fttcly adjoining to the banks of the river are indeed 
laid under water. But the natural inequality of the 
ground hinders it from overflowing the interior 
jof the country. A great part of thc^ lands would 
therefore remain barren, were not canals and rc- 
lervoirs formed to receive water from the river, 
when at its greateit height, which is thus conve;f ed 
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every wbcrc through the fidds, and rderved T01& 
watering them, when occafioo requires. 

The bcft part, therefore, of Egyptian agriculture 
15 the watering of their grounds. The water which 
(be hufbandman ueeds is often in a canal much be- 
neath the level of the land which he means to war 
ter. The water he muft, therefore, raife to an equa-- 
Hty with the furface of the grounds, and diftribute 
over them as it is wanted. The great art of their 
hulbandry is thus reducing, to the having proper 
fnachines for raifing the water, and enough of fmaU 
canals, judiciouily difpofed, to diftribute it. 

Tbofe machines, which I fa w, are very fimple : 
a wheel with buckets fprms their whole mechanifm. 
The largeft are moved by oxen, or buffaloes ; the 
(mailer by the ftrength of the arm. Thefe machines 
are coming now fad to improvement, as the French 
were very attentive in encouraging the arts, &c. 
while in Egypt. 

Their inftruments of huftandryare very bad. The 
plough, which they call marha, is of a very fimpfe 
(IruAure, is drawn by oxen, and is dragged .over 
the ground iq every direflion, till the foil feems to 
be fufEciently broken and loofened for the receptiott 
of the feed. To fmooth the ground they ufc a treei 
or a thick plank, drawn by oxen yoked with ropes. 
The driver fits upon this machine: for the Egyptian 
peaifants are not fond of w)ilking, whhout you pa]f 
ihenj for it. 
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; Next ajornlog we vlfited Rahmai^Icb, where Ge- 
jDcrai Hutchiofon aod our army lay. On the day 
iblld^g wc hired a gt>u)G, and procured foihe affcs, 
aii^fBtbcr neceflaries for our journey, and left Ro 
fetlra. At this fcafon it is very pleafant to walk up 
^Krag the bsolcs of the Nile : a number of viHagcs 
y^c fcaticred along each fide of the river. They 
'' 'ifare IoW| and built of unburnt bricks, but are inter* 
missed with palm trees, and pigeon houfes of a iiti-> 
gular form, they prefent to the eye of a flranger aa 
tiocommonvand pleafant profpeA. Near fome of 
thefc vUIagcs are fecn large heaps of the luins of 
umient cities. The following day we viewed the 
fortifications of Rahroanich, which aire ftrong and 
regular. Acc^ounts arrived that our army, accom- 
]>anied by the Turkilh forciis^ had arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Cairo, J 

TI^c troojjs Iwid to contend with great obftaclcs. 
The heat of the weather, the difficulty of the na« 
irigatidn of the river^ and the entire want of roads 
in the country. But thefc obdacles were encouur 
tercd with the grcatcft patience, the moft ftcady dif- 
cipHne, and mod perfcvcring courage. The French 
inUd have been fully aware of their inability to main^ 
tain Cairo, or to fuftain a regular fiege: for it ap» 
peared that they only waited till the allied troops 
had approached fufficiemly near the city to inveft 
if. Accordingly nc3tt n^ruing the French, without 
riiking a battle, fcnt out a flag of truce; negociar 
tiops were entered ipto, and on the aytb a ccnyea- 
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don for the evacuauon of Egypt was ^goed m\h 
Geocral BelHard. . 

In tafe the enemy had 4iot furrcndcrcd, batteries 
were to have been icnmcdiatcly crcfted, on purpofc 
to deftroy a bridge of communication, which ,thc 
French had over the Nile, and it was cffcntial for 
us to have it in our pofltffion. General Huichiofoti 
then intended tocrofs the river, and join the army 
of the Grand Vizier, who was encamped near Cairo, 
and bcfiegc the town, which was garrifoned by 4 or 
5000 French. After a negotiation of fcvera! days, 
which was conduced by Brigadier Gcnejal Hope, 
they agreed to furrender the town and forts on ibe 
following conditions ; 

Convention for the evacuation of Egypt, by the 
corps of French and auxiliary army, under the com- 
mand of the genera) of divifion, Beliiard y condufled 
between the citizens Donzelot, general of brigade; 
Morande, general of brigade, and Tareyne, chief 
of brigade, on the part of the general of divifion, 
Beliiard ; and Brigadier General Hope, on the part 
of his excellency the commander in chief of the Bri- 
tiih army i Ofman Bey, on the part of bis highnefs 
the Grand Vizier ; and Ifaac Bey, on the part of 
bis highaefs the Capitan Pacha. 

The commifiloDersNabove named^ having met in 
a place of conference between the two armies, and 
exchanged their rcfpcftivc powers, agreed to the 
V following articles: 
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ifii The cprps of the Frencli army, by hod and 
fea, and the auxiliary troopsund^r the command of 
the general of divifion, Belliard, ftiall evacuate the 
city of Cairo, the citadel and forts of Boulac and 
Gizch, and all the parts of Egypt which they at 
prefcnt occupy* 

2(i, The corps of the French army and auxiliary 
troops, fliall retire by land to Rofctta, following the 
left branch of the Nile, with their arms, baggagc^,^ 
field artillery, cherts and ammunition, to be there 
embarked, and from thence iranfportcd to tbp- 
French' ports in the Mediterranean, with their arms, 
field artillery) cheds and ammunition, baggage and 
cifc.fts, at the cxpcnce of the allied powers > the cmi- 
barkation of the faid corps of French and auxiliary- 
troops (hall be cffefted asfjcn as pdffible, not m6re,. 
at farthcft, ,iban fifty days from the date of the r^i* 
tification of the prefent convention. It is agrcc4 
farther, that the faid corps (hall be traniported to. 
the faid ports, of the French continent, by thc^ 
quickeft find mod dircft route, 

3</, From the date. of the flgnaturc and ratifica- 
tion of thp prefent convention, hoftilities ihail ccafe 
on both fides. The fort Sulkoiiiky, and the gate of 
the pyramids of the town of Gizcb ftiall be given up 
to the allies. The line of advanced polls of both 
armies fliall be determined by commiflioners named 
for tbat purpofe, and the ftrifleft order fliall begiveo 
ih^t it (h.all not be pafTed, on purpofe to avoid pii^ 
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vatc qiiarrcls ; and if any ihall arife, ihey fliall be 
terminated amicably. 

' 4th J Twelve day ff after the ratification of the prc- 
fent convention, ihc city of Cairo, tbe citadel, the 
forts and toyrn of Boulac, ftiall be evacuated by tbc 
French and auxiliary troops, who Ihall retire to Ib- 
rahim Bey, the ifle of Rboda, and their dependen- 
cies, the fort Lrguoi and Gizeh, from whence they 
fliall depart as foon as polEble, and at the lateft in 
five days, for the place of embatkation. The gcne« 
rali of the Britiib and Ottoman armies, engagifig in 
confcquence, to furnilh at their expcncc, the French 
and auxiliary troops with means of traofportiog by 
water their baggage, provifions and^ effe^s,. to the 
place of embarkation : all thcfc conveyances by wa* 
tcT, Ihall be rendered as quickly as poiSbIc to the 
French troops in Gizch. 

5//6, The days of march, and the encampments 
of the French and auxiliary troops, fliall be regii. 
lated by the general officers of the refpc^ive ar- 
mies, or by officers of the general ftaff, named by 
both parties; but it is tabe clearly ondetftood by 
this article, that the days of march, and the en- 
campments, fliall be fixed by the generals of th« 
combined armies. In cbnfequencc of this, the corps 
of the French and auxiliary troops fliall be accom^i 
f>anied by Britifli and Ottoman commiflaries, charged 
to furnifli them with the neccflary provifions during , 
the march and halting days/ 
' 6th^ The bag^ag^, ammunition^ and other ef« 
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fcfts, carrica by water, iliallbc cfcorted by detach- 
ments of French, and by armed boats of the allies. 

jth^ There, ftxall be furniflied to the French and 
auxiliary troops, arid ihofc employed in their fcr* 
vice, military fubfiflance, accounting from their dc- 
partore fram Gizeh, to the time of embarkation, 
agreeable to the regulations of the French ariiy ; 
and from the day of their embarkation, to that of 
their difembarkation in France, agreeable to the ma- 
riiirae laws x>f Britain* 

■ 8//^, There fliall be furniflied by the commanders 
of the Britiih and Ottoman troops, the ncccflary 
fliips, good and fnfficicnt, to tranfport the French 
jud auxiliary tjroops, and ail the French, and others 
employed in their fcrvicc, as well by land as fea, 
10 the ports of France, in the Mediterranean. Every 
thing in this refpeft, as well ajs provifions, (hall be 
regulated by commiffioners appointed for that pur« 
pofe by the genera! of divifion, Bclliard, ai)d by the 
commander in chief of the allied powers by land and 
Cea. Immediately on the ratification of the prefent 
convention, commiffioners flaall go to Rofctta, or 
Aboiikir, to prepare every requifitc for the embar* 
kation. 

. g/i^. The allied powers (hall furnifti four (hip$, 
and more, if poflible, fitted for tranfporting horfes 
and mules by water, and the nccelTdry forage till 
their difembarkation. 

io/i6. There (hall be furnifiicd to the corps of the 
French and auxiliary troops by the allied powers, ai 
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tfcort of fliips of war, fufficicnt to guarantee, and 
affure their return to France as foon as the Frenck 
troops (hall be embarked. The allied powers pro« 
mifc and engage that they ftiall in nowife Ije mo* 
lefted, from that time till their arrival on the conti- 
nent of the French republic ; and on the other 
hand. General Belliard, and the troops under his 
command, promife that they (hall not commie aii^ 
hoflilicy during that time, againd the fleet or cooQi^ 
try of his Britannic majefty, and the Sublime Porte, 
or their allies. The (hips which (hall tranfporr, 
and guard the faid corps of troops, or other French, 
ihall not be detaitied on any other coaft than that 
of France, except it fliall be abfolutely neccfTary^ 
The commandants of the French, Britilh, and Otto- 
man troops,reciprocally engage themfclves as abovct 
during the time the French troops (hall remain ia 
Egypt after the ratificati6n of the prcfcnt conven-i 
tion, until the time of their embarkation. The ge- 
neral of divifion,, Belliard, promifes on the part of 
his government, that the (hips to carry and efcorr, 
(hall not be detained in the ports of France, aftef 
the entire difembarkation of. the troops, and thac 
the captains (hall have leave to purchafe fuch pro- 
Tidons, and other necciTaries, as they think necef- 
fary for their return.' General Belliard further en- 
gages on the part of his government, that the faid 
(hips (hall not be molefted until their return into the 
pgrts.of the allied powers; provided that they dp 
not undertake or ferve in any military operation* 

V X 
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iitb^ All thcadminiftraiions, the members of the 
COminiflion of arts and fcicnccs, and in fine, every 
individual attached to thexiorps of the French army, 
{hall ei^joy the fame advantages with the military. 
All the members of the faid adminiftration, and of 
the commiffion of arts and fciences. fhall carry with 
them, not only all their papers which regard their 
ipiifion) but alfj all their private papers, and every 
other thing concerning them. 

I2tb, All the inhabitants of Egypt, of whatever 
imtioQ they may be, who ihall be willing to follow 
the French array, fliall be at liberty to do fo ; and 
after thcrr departure their families fliall not be mo- 
lefled, nor then- goods confifcated. 

1 3/ A, No inhabitant of Egypt, of wbatfoever re- 
ligion he may be, ihall be molefted, either in his 
perfon, or his goods, for the connexions he may 
have had with the French, during their flay in E- 
gypt, provided they conform to the laws of the 
country. 

i4fi&. The lick ^ho cannot admit of being em- 
barked, (hall be fent into an hofpiial, where they 
fliali be attended by a French medical officer till they 
ihali be perfeXly recovered, at which time they 
fiiall be embarked for France, on the fame condi- 
tions with the other troops. The conftmandants of 
the allied powers, engage to fnrnifli, upon proper 
application, every thing nectffary for the hofpital; 
but thefc advances Ihall be reimburfed by thcFrench 
government* 

) • V • 
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i^ihy Ttnmediatcly on the evacuatfoti of the f(Sm 
and towns defigncd in the prefcnt conventidn, thcr* 
ihall be named commiiTanes for Feceiving the ^rtiW 
Icry, ammunUion^ magaziacs, papers, archivcfS^- 
plans, and other public mutersy which the French 
(hall give up to the allied powers. 

\6tby There fliall be furnifhed with all poffiblo 
difpatch, by the commanders by fea, of the allied 
powers, a .fliip lo conduft to Toulon^ an officer and 
a' commiffary of war, to carry the prcfeni conven- 
tion to the French government. 

ijtb^ All difficQities and difputes that may arif(& 
in putting in execution the pnftnt convention, (hall 
be ?imicably terminated by the commiffloners named' 
an both fides. 

i8/^. As foon as the pref.nt convemioB h rati- 
fied, the whole Brici(h and Ottoman prifoners wha 
arc at Cairo, (hall be fet at liberty j at the fame 
lime, the commandants and chiefs of the allied 
powers, (hall ftt at liberty all the French prifoners 
whom they have in their rcfpeftive camps. 

igtb^ One officer of diftinftion of the Britifh, one" 
of his highneffcs the Grand Vizier, and one of his 
highnefTes the Capitan Pachi, (hall be exchangedr 
as hoftages, againd an eqaal number of the fame 
rank of the French troops, for the purpofe of gua- 
ranteeing the execution of the prefcnt treaty* As 
foon as the difcmbarkment of the French troops 
ihali be cffcfted in the ports of France, the boftagcife 
ihalL be reciprocally returned.. 
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26M, The prcfent convention fhall be carried 
and communicated by a French officer to the gene- 
ral in chief (MenouJ at Alexandria; and he ihall 
^c at liberty to accept for the French and auxiliary 
^roops, by land and fea, which be has with him in 
^hat place, providc.d fuch acceptance fliall be notified 
to ihc-gcncral commanding the Brinffi troops before 
Alexandria, in ten days from the notification of fuch 
communication. 

21/?, The prefcnt convention ftiall be ratified by 
the commanders in chief of the rcfpcftive corps of 
troops and armies, 24 hours from the fignature. 

C^adruplicate done in the field of conference, 
between the two armies, the ,8th Mtffidor, year 9th 
of the French republic, at noon; or the 27th Jirae, 
1801 : or the 16th of the month JafFar, 1216. 
(Signed) Donzeloty general of brigade. 
Morande^ general of brigade. 
John Hdpey brigadier generaU 
Ofman Bey. 
J/aac Bey. 
I approve. 

(Signed) y.H.Hf//rA/«/i«, commander in chief* 
I approve on the part of Admiral Lord Keith. 
(Signed) James Steven/ony captain royal navy. 
We approve of the articles of the prcfent con- 
vention for the evacuation of Egypt, and reftoring 
it to the Ottoman Porte. 

(Signed) Hadjey Joufef^ zia vizier. 

BaJJign Facbay capitan dcrya. 
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e' I approve and ratify the prcfent convention the 
9th MciEdor, 91b year of the French republic, • 
(Signed) JBelliardj general of divifion. 

But to return to our fornjer narrative, the army 
under the command of General Coote confided of 
the Guards, 25th, id and 2d battalions of the 54tb, 
and id and 2d battalions of the 27th regiment : 
they landed upon the i8ch without any oppofition. 
Upoa the 19th we took a battery from the French, 
and were reinforced with more troops from our 
camp. The 20th regiment made a charge upon a 
battery by moon light, and took it by the bayonet. 
On the 2 2d an attack was made, and the troops ad* 
vancedclofe to the walls of Alexandria, where they 
remained till the 26ch of Augud, when a flag of 
truce was difplayed from the city, and on the ad 
of September furrendered tor the Britifh, who took 
poflTcflion of all the forts and batteries that lay with* 
out the walls of Alexandria, with Pompey's pillar 
and the adjoining batteries. 

The French troops were in a mifcrable condition 
from the want of food, having nothing to eat but a 
little rice and horfcflelh, and their fick were dying 
every day for want of proper nourifliment. After 
the capitulation they were allowed to buy frcfli pro* 
vifions, &c. and to fell gold and fdver watches, rings 
and Arabian women. It i^ a cuilom in this country 
amongft the Arabs, when tiey bring up their daugh- 
tcr$ to the age of women^ to fell them, by which 
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means parents, who bave three or four daugbt Jrs^ 
acquire a good fortune ! ! 

On the i3rh of September Captain Wilfon left 
our fhip the Trudy, acd took the command of the 
Alexandria, taken in that barix)ur On the 14th 
Captain Gnion took the command of our fliip, and 
on the 27ih came on bo^rd fevcral officers acd a 
part. of third regiment of Guards for Maha. We 
remained in Aboukir Bay till the ift of Oftoberi 
1801, when we failed under convoy of fcvcralr fhips 
of war. 

Here let me obferve, that the expedition isTJOW 
brought to a crifis- Six tedious rtonths bad our ar- 
my encountered difeafe, fcorched with the ray^ of 
the fun, and the hot winds which bleW from the 
defcrts of Arabia, caufed fore eyes, flaxcsr, &c. Had 
it not been the care and att^^ntion of our generali 
&€• to prevent epidemic difeafes^ thcufands would 
have faHen viftims to the plague, which tnade tts 
appearance in our general hofpital at Aboukir ; but 
by a drift obfervance of mrlirary ceconomy to prc^ 
ferve health, every foldier and failor were a&ive ia 
doing fcrvice to ihemfelves and their companfonis* 

On the 4th of Oftober we parted' with the con- 
Toy, and continued our courfe till the 6th, when 
we came cbfe to Moun« Ida in Candia. This ifiand 
was once famous for its 100 cities. Here we were 
becalmed for f ^metime, the weather being very hcu 
It lies about 500 miles diftanc from Malta, and is 
very mouniainoas. Wjc eotild difceri^ th^ old caf**' 

k 
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rlc of Abdclla.IL the fercnth caliph of thehoufe of 
Abaffides, celebrated for the many viftorics Kc 
gained over the Greeks, by making himfclf mafteij 
of the mod part of this Iflaod. Remained here till 
the 9th. After funfet we were molcfted with heavy 
dews during the night, that fell on us like rain. The 
weather continued agreeable till the 13th, when wc 
faw three (Irange fail, and immediately hoifted the 
private fignal, which was anfwered. She proved 
to be the Thetis frigate with a convoy f6r Egypt, 
3he had been cruizinn; in the Black Sea, and in the 
Gulph of Venice, Next morning we anchored in 
the harbour ot Malta, all well except fore eyes. 

On the 1 5th General Cootc and fuit went afhore, 
and about four o'clock it began to rain very^-hard, 
attended with thunder and lightning, which (truck 
our top-gallant maH; and fplit it, and defccnding 
downwards, did much damage to our ttiain-maft, 
which was infpef^ed by a carpenter, and again made 
fit for fervice. Here wc difembarked the 3d regi- 
ment of Guards, and were employed for eight day^ 
in repairing the rigging, . and in viflualling and wa- 
tering our (hip. . On the 30th we took on board 
the a 5th regiment, and 6u the 2d of November wc 
failed from Malta, in company with the Ulyffes of 
44 guns, boun4 for Gibraltar, but as the current 
report was peace, wc cxpcfted to proceed home to 
Britain. 

On the 3d wc came clofc to the ifland of Sicily, 
and once more had a view of the famous Mount 
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Etna. It is a good way from the fca.- The fmoke 
that conftanily afccnds from itsfummit in columns, 
collcfts into clouds, and exceeds every thing fever 
faw. This day we fpokc the Di£lator and Inflexible 
with the Guards on board. Nothing of importance 
happened from the 5th to the 17th, when we fpokc 
a brig from New York bound to Malta with fugar, 
who informed us that peace was proclaimed between 
France and Britain. 

On the 17th we came in fight of Gibraltar, but 
could not get into the harbour, owing to contrary 
winds, till next day. Wc immediately difembarked 
the 25th regiment for garrifon duty. Found lying 
here fcveral (hips of war. Arrived the Aj ax from 
Malta, and failed the Dover with the Spih regi- 
ment, and Diflator and Inflexible with' the Guards, 
for England, 

On the 2 1 (I the Spaniards opened their battc* 
rles all along the coaft, and fired a falure, which 
was returned from the garrifon. It fcems this was . 
a feftival araongflthc Spaniards, on account of the 
ports being opened for a free trade between the 
two kingdoms. Remained here until the 27th 
waiting for orders, when we embarked part of the 
2d regiment of Guards, commanded by the Earl of 
Cork, 27 of which died on their paflage from A« 
boukif to Malta. 

I have thus far proceeded on our voyage home- 
ward, after a long and tedious expedition ; but 
peace, that blcflcd mercy, once more bcgipa ta 
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fmile'ovtf chc face of nature, aftdcaufcs the tdaH 
of mao^a man to exult, who have for a fcrics of 
years tiypaft becn^cispofcd to war sttid difcafc-^ab- 
fent from their nilations and families, but towhav(!l 
a profpcd of being reftored to thcif arms. 
• Oh: the 36th of November, bcbg St. Andrew'^ 
day, tTic governor of Gibraltar, and afl the cap- 
tains pP the fleet, dined on board the C&^far. No* 
thia^g worthy of bbfervation occurred till the 9 A of 
December, the weather fair and pleafarit, and the 
wind .blomng fair, the admiral h6iftcd a Cgnal td 
unmoor J wbich wajsiminedisit^ly Obeyed by all thd 
ihips, and the whole fidefpafled' Gibraltar into thd 
Atlantic ocean. * 

Now,- reader, jet, me -make' a pdufc.' We afd 
now out of the Mediterranean, and entered into 
the Atlantic ocean. We expeft foon to arrive at 
our natkeibore. Our lives hate hitherto been pre* 
fervcd, while a great number of our dear country- 
men /ire left behind, andarcnupibored amotigft thd 
dead ! Wehope to fee"^ our friends' wfio dcfpaired 
of ever feeing us. May we be thankful; to Gotl 
who has prcferycd us> and brought us out of Egypt, 

• The wind at this tiipe of the;y«ir in the Mediterranean < 
jibr. upwards of lixtor'fevcn moudls, CcJ^ftafitly 'bloHfr?'fi"om 
the weft, and ^at ^i^ics. (jcii^ fS^lm^ ^tod m ^ «ainut^ ip bj?gin» 
to blow a pcrffeft hurripanq,. I>U!:iag*ofir^ voyage from Va-' 
l^;tji to Gibraitar I cjbferved-that^tjbo ^rjnd Wcw*fir W Jhc oaft 
far two or- three <^p, w^ichrWfts r^^er^gpfjdiifoQjkrfLj;^^! 
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a. couarry tliat hss bcea ftaiwd Vub war,- blood 
aad rapioc, for r Burobcr of ceocartes pad I 

On tbc.7,th we loft figbt of the fa«d, wich a fioe 
breeze, and cootibued oar voyage* under a prcfe of 
fail, until the 94th, wbeo we arrived fkfieat. Spiti- 
iread. Hcjre we performed quaradtme .uotil ibc 
3otb of I^ecenfjber, wbco wc hauled down the yeU 
Joiirflag, aqd difembarked tbfi Coldftream Guarxls* 

Here iqnd^ tny joliroal* wbitrb Pexpc(k will bo 
foUQjJ bqib ufefttl a«d .tJDlcjrtaloiog tomyjcoatitry^ 
meii, wbeo } ^tA laid in iberduf^ aod keepiinme^ 
niary the famous Egyjntan t^cihiuQr wbca wc 
cx:pcllcd iheFrwch ottt^lhat touotryv mhk\i diA 
concerted Boneparte's defpotic and ambh'tous plans, 
and w^ the meaiis t)f brifOgmg about . a general 
peace in Eujrqpe^ ..:... 



. A P P END I X. - ' 

^onfaihhg a Jhvrt Account of federal townf in E- 
I . . gyfrti fe*t:. which tie -Britijh Atfrty vlftti'd. 

. . : .: -I RH'GliES. 

/ THE <:ltf <)r RhoereVftfll* exhftfits fcvtra! thrng? 
ta cTertiad tbemvettel"i -tftat tf was bnc6 mhabltcd 
bytbc-ftni^hw 6f ifrifcorder-ftl^Str Jobu, who upon 
thdr 'espptflfidu Ti»0%i VbeDceby the Turfed were 
fixed *t Malta* Itc^ntaiiits a numbtr oFnoWc old 
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buiidings^ fomc of which arc decorated with the 
armoriai bearings of the moft adttdot famBies io £u^ 
rope. But the palace of the graad mafter of the 
order fe now faUidgiintd ruins. -The Turks ncg* 
left the fonificationsi although they might know 
xbcit atiipdrtaQce^ front having beHeged the iflasd 
ft) lodg before they coiuld make tbcmfclircs raaftcrs 
of iti ' But noiwithftandiDg.ihi& acglcft, Rhod« is 
coie'of the beft fortified places in the Ottoman cm-^ 
pird, and the Turks tbtnk k impregnable. 
• Thcr-e arc a great .many Greeks in the ifland.of 
Rhodes, btit they are not allowed to live in the ci- 
t^y : they have a bilhop who lives in a village neair 
tSie city, bat they are nrach Infuked by th^ir ct>fL>i 
qnerors the Turks. . . 

ALEXANDRIA. 

. Alcxaiklria, or Scandria as the Tarks and Arabs 
call it, is iitnate upon a narrow iilbmns, betweea. 
a peaiofula and the walls of the ancient city^ and 
dividing the tvm harbours. The jgronnd on which 
^e modern city (lands feems to have arifen out of 
thciwaters. Alchough long fidcc divcfted of its an» 
eiciit fplepdor, yet the remains of the naagnificcnt 
buildings which it onoc poffeffed— palaces, temples, 
and mofqnes, wjAa plentiful intermixture of palm. 
trecs-=-give this -city an afpei^ of beauty and dignity 
when viewed frora^ the barbonr. 
- There ftill exifls one noble remain in the chy^ 
which couJd neither be brpkeo nor carried away r 
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the obelilk of Cleopatra, a fingle piece of red. gra- 
nite; part of it is funk into the earthy yet, it rifcs 
above gi'ound to the height of 60 feet. . About tho 
diftance of half a league from the new city ftabds 
the famous pillar of Pompcy, Its prcfcrvatlpn is 
owing to its bulk. The caiuran mcafiarcsr 89 feet, 
cxclufive of tbe bafc, which is 5 feet high, and con- 
fids of three blocks of red granite. There are many 
fubterrancan apartments cut in the rock to be.fcen 
in the neiglibourhood of this city, .which arciupv 
pofed 16 have been for tombs, :or granaries* The 
fineft buildfng in thi$ city is a mor<^r, which in the 
time of the Greek empire was a church dedicated 
to St, Athapifius. It is very large, and ornamented: 
with noble columns. , A great many Greek manu* 
fcripts are flill faid to be prcferved in it, but no 
Chriftian dare exa'mine any thing in a raofque. The 
Copts have a church here dedicated to St. Mark, 
in which they fhow the tomh.of that /evangel] ft.: 

The trade of Alexandria is very trifling, but as 
moft of the articles of traffic which arc imported 
into Egypt pafs by Alexandria, the cufloms afford: 
a confiderabfe fiim to the fultan annually. The 
Arabic is the ordinary language of £gypt; but Eu^ 
ropeans, unikiiled in Arabic, fpcak Italian, which is 
flill not a little ufed in this country. Several tribes 
of wandering Arabs are continually roaming through 
Lower Egypt, who rob and pillage whenever an 
Qpportunity offers, cfpccially ftrangers, and arc a 
|rfat pcft to the country. 
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• ^ ' ' • GRAND CAIRO 

Is a very large city, but not (o populous as citiet 
of the fame extent io Europe. The houfes arc not 
fo high as generally ibcy are in European towns ; 
many of them not exceeding one ftorcy, built with 
bricks dricH in the fun." The ftrcets are very nar- 
row, fo that being continually crouded, they will 
natOrally occafion a ftranger to think the city more 
populous than it really is. Here is the pretended 
palace of Jofeph. It Js a large building. It (till rei 
tains fomc precious remains of its ancient magnifi- 
cence : the walls are adorned with beatitiful figures 
of Mofiac work, compofcd of mother of pearl, pre* 
cious (tones and coloured glafs. • In fomc places the 
names, of moft of the ancient monarchs' of Egypt 
arc engraven. There are many raofqucs in this 
^rtyand fuburbs, but feveral of them in ruins, and 
are ftill confpicuous for beauty and magnificence. 
The Greeks have only two churches in Cairo, and 
the Arminians one, as they arc not numerous here. 

Ail the fireets have gates which arefhut at night ; 
but a porter waits to open to thofc who can give 
fatisfaftory reafons for pafBng from one ftreet to a- 
pather, and approach with a light in their band. 
The man for a fmall acknowledgement opcfts the 
gate, but flops every fufpefted perfon. This regu- 
lation prevents nocturnal afiemblies, and tumults 
among the people. To fupport this eftablifiinjent 
there is a chamber near each gate, occupied by a 
guard of Janizaricsj who proteft the porter by night. 
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and during the day, Waijitam order* Tbcfe Jiniza. 
ficsarc not changed* but cdutbuc in that lactauvc 
c&cc whi.le ihdr condu^ continues to give fatifi 
failioDw " 

ON EGYPT IN .general: 

Wood being fcarce in Egypt, tbc inhabitants ar« 
obliged t,o burli the dung of. their domeftic abinfials. 
The dttog of camels and affes h clikfljr ufed', be* 
caufe tbefe. two fpdcics arc the moft numcronsv lAtt 
lit girls go about .gathering it. They, mix It ^hh 
4cm ftraw, and make it xxp in, large cakc$, which 
ibey dry in th« .ftta, after the manner our pcatts arc 
^ricd in Scotland. Froih the' foot of ibis fuel, 
:whi<b is very rich in falts, is manufaaurcd fal am- 
moniac, which is well known in Europe* 

In Egypt ibcy aifo have fuimaccs for hatcbirig 
.chickens. Thefc furnaces are only ufed in fuiilnnKri 
The eggs are carried by diiFercot pcrfons, wbo pay 
fo.mueb a hoodrei to a pcrfon who undertakes ibe 
jnatiagemcat .of hatching them- Tbc owners mark 
their eggs, STid the hatcher is obliged to return 
ih^gtfenhat mifgivc in hatching. . The eggs, are laid 
upon flraw, the furiiace beared to a certain degree, 
firid ajre tumedfevcral tn»cs.by night, as well as-by 
day :- but it is faid that tbqfc cbickcns fell very Jow, 
md ane very ,puny^,for which caufe this laodc of 
batching is very nxuch gdnc into, difufe* 
. Although Effypt has declined from' its ancient 
grandeur,, yet k ftilUffortb'.ni3ny produftipns whkh 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



87 

zxc "papita'l articles 16 commerce. It' is {0 fiiiiatcd, 
ih?t it has comraubic^iion by the Red Sea with A^ 
rabi a, Pcrfia, and the ladies ; by the Nile upon.cmc 
fide, witli Nubia' aod Abjffinia j and on the other, 
\yith Europe, Barbary, Syria, ^r^d all the provinces 
in the Turkilh cippire. The: principal produftions 
pf Egypt arc raw bufFaloc bidcsi, camels, cows and 
oxep; rice, feba^ faf&on, lint,, linen cloth, fal am-- 
moniac, foinc cotton and fugar^ but it is fo ill prc-i 
pared that American fugar is preferable. Thefc ar- 
ticles arc fold in exchange fpr feveral otier articles 
vbicU ihfcy nfced, fnch as cIoth,.paper, c»flFce, gum- 
arabic, &c, TJhc African caravans bring them; 
flivcs, ivory, oflricb feathers, tamarinds and gbkl 
duft. la exchange they take pearls, coral, ftrma, 
broad cloth, &c. 

The inhabitants on the banks of the Nile arc 
very dexterous in the art of fwimming, which they 
frequently cxercifc in dealing from the boats, if not 
with open force, yet with a degree ofaddrcfsand 
audacity worthy of the mod noted pickpockets* 
Thefc fwimmers, and robbers who go in boats, ren- 
der the navigation on the river Nile not only difat 
greeable, but very dangerous. As an inftance of 
the dexterity of thefe robbers at fwimming, Nieu- 
buhr In his tVavcls giv^s us one inftance which was 
related to him by a Turk. *« Some fervants of a 
pacha newly arrived, caught one of thefc thieves v 
in the very aft, feized him, and brought him be- 
fore the pacha. He threatened him with immediate 
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dcaih ; but tbe rogue ailced leave to exhibit foftttf 
of his tricks > faying, * That he hoped hi^ulextcrity 
might procure his pardon/ He obtained leave. 
Then colleftio'g fevcraleflEcfts'ih the tent, lie wrap- 
ped thctn up coolly, id the mode which thcEgyp^ 
liana do whcij they pafs a river. After playingfottie- 
time with his parcel, he put it on his Jicad, threw 
himfelf into tlie river, and before the Turks were 
fo far recovered from their furprlfe, as to Icvtl thei^ 
mufquJts at. him, he was fafe on the oppofitc back 
■ .pf the Nile. 

Upon the whole, it appears travellers by water 
in Egypt are peftcred with robbers, who either at- 
tach them ia boats, or by fwimming ; and thofe who 
uavel by hmjl aic/rcqacptly robbeid by the wan- 
dering Arab/. 
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